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STILL FINDS FULFILLMENT WITH AIGC 
Keetoowah Dr. Corey Still now works with 
the American Indian Graduate Center as its 
Scholarship Operations director. See Page 5

MISSING PIECES EXHIBIT TO CLOSE JULY
The John Hair Cultural Center and Museum 
will close and archive its “Missing Pieces”  
exhibit in July. See Page 5

UKB closes, limits services amid COVID-19

UKB HEADQUARTERS - 
United Keetoowah Band offi-
cials have been monitoring the 
current COVID-19 health situ-
ation. 
 After careful delibera-
tion, the tribe has determined 
we will be further limiting our 
services until further notice in 
order to protect the well-being 
of UKB employees and tribal 
members.
 Several of our de-
partments will be closed or 
have a skeleton crew of essen-
tial personnel reporting on  
WEDNESDAYS ONLY to com-

plete any necessary tribal busi-
ness. 
 Employees 65 and older 
have also been dismissed and 
shall be on administrative leave 
until such time that COVID-19 
is no longer a health risk.

SERVICES OPEN IN  
LIMITED CAPACITY:

Several Community Services 
departments including Enroll-
ment, Health and Human Ser-
vices, Housing, Indian Child 
Welfare and the Keetoowah 
Tag Agency will be open on 

Joe Bunch  
remains chief, 
receives  
“reprimand”

TAHLEQUAH – The United Kee-
toowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Council voted to approve to im-
peach Chief Joe Bunch on five counts, 
but not remove him from office, during 
a hearing held Tuesday, January 7.
 Under the definition of the 
UKB Impeachment Code, “impeach-
ment” means: “A proceeding against a 
public officer before a body, instituted 
by a written accusation called ‘articles 
of impeachment’.”
 Remedies proposed by Council 
included removal from office, but only 
one was passed to issue Bunch an offi-
cial “censure letter” before the meeting 
concluded in the early morning hours 
of Wednesday, January 8.
 Assistant Chief Jamie Thomp-
son called the censure “basically a rep-
rimand,” while the actual definition 
means to “express formal disapproval.”
 UKB Attorney General Klint 
Cowan will draft the letter, which will 
be signed by Council, served to Bunch 
and given to the tribe’s secretary for of-
ficial filing in the tribal records.
 Bunch will continue to serve 
in his official capacity as chief of the 

UKB Tag Agent Jamie Dick, right, wears a mask while assisting a tribal member renew their 
tag on the south patio of the Community Services building on March 25. TRAVIS WOLFE/GCN
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FROM ADMINISTRATION

WEDNESDAYS ONLY with 
a skeleton crew from 8:30 to 
4:30  p.m. Our lobby will NOT 
be open to the public for these 
services. 
 Instead, ALL applica-
tions for services will need to 
be put in a sealed envelope and 
placed in a water-tight lockbox 
located in front of the Commu-
nity Services building. Signs 
will be posted directing patrons 
to the box.
 Services applications 
can be found on each depart-

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

Northern District rules casino parcel not eligible for gaming  
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TULSA – The U.S. Northern District 
of Oklahoma Court ruled March 
24 that the U.S. Department of the 
Interior could not take 2.03-acres 
of land in Tahlequah into trust for 
the purpose of tribal gaming for the 
United Keetoowah Band of Chero-
kee Indians.
 “The Assistant Secretary’s 
decision to take the 2.03-acre parcel 
into trust for the benefit of the UKB 
Corporation for the purpose of 
conducting Indian gaming was ar-
bitrary, capricious, an abuse of dis-
cretion and contrary to law,” wrote 
Judge Gregory Frizzell in his ruling.
 The Cherokee Nation of 

See COVID-19, page 3

The Keetoowah Cherokee Casino began operations on February 14, 1986 by playing paper  
bingo before evolving to Class II electronic gaming devices. It closed its doors in August 2013. 
PHOTO MIKE BROWN/TULSA WORLDSee Parcel, page 3

See Impeachment, page 4

@UKBMedia

facebook.com/
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News

DUAL ENROLLEES NOW LISTED INACTIVE
The UKB Tribal Council voted unanimous-
ly to make all dual enrolled tribal members 
“inactive” in Enrollment software. See Page 4
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Tips for keeping healthy during the 
COVID-19 health situation

2 - April 20202 - April 2020

Dear Tribal Members,  
Community Members and  
Employees,

 With the number of 
the confirmed Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) cases within Okla-
homa, the United Keetoowah 
Band have been closely moni-
toring the situation and has been 
following the recommendations 
of UKB Health and Human 
Services, Lighthorse, program 
directors, the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Health Service and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 
 It is imperative to inform 
the community with up to date 
information on this virus and be 
prepared.
 In addition to creating a 
staggered services schedule of 
Wednesdays only for our offic-
es, below is information detail-
ing what we are currently doing 
on our own grounds to help 
keep everyone safe. 
 We have also included 
general tips we encourage you 
to follow during this time.
 The COVID-19 is a 
respiratory illness that is thought 
to spread mainly from per-
son-to-person contact through 

respiratory droplets from cough-
ing and sneezing, but it may 
also spread through airborne 
transmission when tiny droplets 
remain in the air, as well as from 
touching contaminated surfaces 
or objects.
 Due to the unique health 
factors of our community, we 
are taking extra precautions for 
elders and people with chronic 
conditions in our planning and 
preparations.
 If you visit us on 
Wednesdays, our work stations 
will be supplied with sanitizer 
for your use, while our House-
keeping is working diligently to 
repeatedly sanitize other areas 
with frequent hand contact. 
 Our Title VI Program 
also continues to uphold its stan-
dards of cleanliness in providing 
drive thru meals to our elders 
while their building is closed to 
sit down meals.
 Below are other simple 
actions you can take to help 
prevent the spread of this virus:
• Avoid close contact with  
people who are sick (keep a  
distance of about six feet)
• Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose and mouth
• Wash your hands often with 

soap and water for at least 20 sec-
onds and use an  
alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at 
least 60% alcohol if soap and water 
are not available
• If you are sick, stay home to rest 
and get well 
• Cover your mouth and nose with a 
tissue when you cough/sneeze and 
then throw the tissue in the trash 
• Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces daily; this includes 
cellular devices, counters, door-
knobs, light switches, bathrooms, 
etc, 
• If you are experiencing any symp-
toms, or if you are concerned you 
have been in contact with someone 
who is ill, the PHEP team recom-
mends that you quarantine yourself 
from the community and call your 
health care provider.
 Your council is  
monitoring this situation closely 
and will re-evaluate our services 
schedule on April 3rd. 
 Please follow our official 
online channels for the latest news 
and updates. This includes our 
www.ukb-nsn.gov website, our 
Facebook page or the @UKBMedia 
Instagram.

Dodagohvi!
Wado, Chief Bunch

Assistant Chief:  
Jamie Thompson

jthompson@ukb-nsn.gov

Secretary:
Joyce Fourkiller

jfourkiller@ukb-nsn.gov

Treasurer:
Ella Mae Worley

eworley@ukb-nsn.gov

Illinois District:
Peggy Girty

(918) 457-7067

Canadian
Eddie Sacks

(918) 822-1957

Saline District:
Charles Smoke
(918) 457-7071

Cooweescoowee  
Jeannie Tidwell
(405) 822-4948

Sequoyah
Barry Dotson

(918) 315-8849

Delaware
Adalene Smith
(918) 353-5036

Tahlequah
Jeff Wacoche

(918) 822-2191

Chief Joe Bunch    
jbunch@ukb-nsn.gov

Siyo from your editor!
 Unfortunately, the world 
today looks and feels a lot differ-
ent than the last time I made my  
address for the December 2019  
issue of the newspaper.
 However I hope this issue is 
useful and reassuring to you during 
a time of great anxiety, both for its 
sense of normalcy and the tips our 
chief and administration offer to 
keep yourself and others around 
you healthy.
 Since I have also brought 
attention to the obvious, I want 
to inform all our readers that the  
Giduwa Cheorkee News is now  
being printed on a quarterly basis.
 This recent decision was 
not one I was allowed to make, but 
rather one brought about by the 
tribe’s current financial situation. 

 While I am disappointed I 
can’t bring you more updated news 
in a timely manner, I promise to do 
the best that I can going forward. 
 At this time, the current 
schedule for printing of the Giduwa 
Cherokee News is January, April, 
July and October.
 As this time gap is not ide-
al, I encourage you to use this as an 
opportunity to get involved with 
the tribe and its happenings in oth-
er ways.
 Watch your tribal  
government meetings on Facebook 
Live or YouTube under the account 
UKB Media. Follow our Face-
book page or our Instagram page  
@UKBMedia. 
 Visit our www.ukb-nsn.gov 
website for important announce-
ments and meeting dates, as well 
as department and service infor-
mation. Please make sure you are  
using this website instead of our old 
web address.
 Practice your social distanc-
ing, stay healthy and check on your 
elders when you can, but please fol-
low the COVID-19 prevention tips 
whenever doing so. Our elders are 
especially vulnerable during this 
time, so please be considerate.

Wado,  
Brittney

An update from your editor

Brittney Bennett
Giduwa Cherokee News Editor
918-871-2756

Flint
Frankie Still

(918) 507-1822

Goingsnake 
Sharon Benoit
(918) 507-0726
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ment’s individual tab on the 
www.ukb-nsn.gov website for 
download and printing. 
 If this option is not 
available for those without  
internet access, please contact a 
district representative with the 
information at the end of this 
story to obtain an application 
or see the Lighthorse officer on 
patrol on our grounds.
 Enrollment will not be 
issuing any new tribal identifi-
cation cards at this time, but we 
can mail out Enrollment forms 
upon request at 918-871-2797.
 For Health and Human 
Services, please contact 918-
871-2853.
 All Housing services 
will be suspended unless it is 
an emergency that threatens 
the health and safety of tribal 
members. If you have an emer-
gency concern, please contact 
the following Housing employ-

ees: Nanci McCause at 918-207-
5220, Charles Deason at 918-
822-1941, Tishaleta Guevara at 
918-822-0568 or Richard Vann 
at 918-457-7075.
 Indian Child  
Welfare will be working on 
call during this time. For  
emergencies, please contact ICW 
Specialist Rolanda Aimerson at 
918-457-9440 or ICW Director 
Roxana Wilden at 918-457-9383.
 The Keetoowah Tag 
Agency will be utilizing the south 
patio entrance of the Community 
Services building to accommo-
date tribal members who need 
tags. Please look for our canopy 
and if possible, please call ahead 
to check in at 918-871-2770.
 The Title VI Elder and 
Nutrition Program will be open 
Monday through Friday for 
to go, take home lunch meals 
only from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
through April 3.

 Our Lighthorse Police shall 
remain on patrol as needed.

SERVICES CLOSED AT THIS 
TIME:

The Education Department, Henry 
Lee Doublehead Child Develop-
ment Center, Historic Preservation 
Office, Office of Environmental 
Services, John Hair Cultural Cen-
ter and Museum and the Transit 
Department will be closed until 
Monday, April 6th. 
 These departments will re-
open at the discretion of the UKB 
Tribal Council.

RE-EVALUATION TO TAKE 
PLACE APRIL 3RD:

The well-being of UKB employees 
and tribal members is paramount 
at this time, and as such, it is our 
duty as the Council to protect our 
people and their families.

COVID-19, continued from page 1
 We will re-evaluate these 
dates at the close of business on 
April 3rd. Please visit our official 
website at www.ukb-nsn.gov or our 
Facebook page to keep up with the 
latest news and for further updates.
 If you have any needs that 
you believe  your district represen-
tative could assist you with, please 
use the following contact informa-
tion: 
Canadian: Eddie Sacks at 918-822-
1957; Cooweescoowee: Jeannie 
Tidwell at 405-822-4948; Delaware: 
Adalane Smith at 918-353-5036; 
Flint: Frankie Still at 918-507-1822;
Goingsnake: Sharon Benoit at 
918-507-0726; Ilinois: Peggy Girty 
at 918-457-7067; Saline: Charles 
Smoke at 918-434-2094 or 918-
457-7071; Sequoyah: Berry Dotson  
at 918-315-8849; and Tahlequah: 
Jeff Wacoche at 918-822-2191.
 Wado for your coopera-
tion and understanding during this  
unprecedented time!

Parcel, continued from page 1
Oklahoma and Cherokee Na-
tion Entertainment are the 
plaintiffs in the case, which was 
filed after a 2012 decision by 
the DOI Secretary to take the 
2.03 acres of land into trust for 
UKB for the purposes of tribal 
gaming.
 In his March 24 deci-
sion, Frizzell concluded that 
the 2.03-acre parcel does not 
meet the Indian Gaming Reg-
ulatory Act’s requirements for 
tribal gaming on tribal trust 
lands acquired after October 
17, 1988. 
 The IGRA prohibits 
gaming on Indian lands held 
in trust by the Secretary after  
October 17, 1988, “unless the 
lands fall within certain statu-
tory exceptions. One such ex-
ception arises if the Indian tribe 
has no reservation and the lands 
are in Oklahoma and within the 
boundaries of the Indian tribe’s 
former reservation, as defined 
by the Secretary.”
 In 2012, the DOI Sec-
retary ruled the 2.03-acre par-
cel could be taken into trust 
because it defined “former 
reservation” to mean “lands in 
Oklahoma that are within the 
exterior boundaries of the last 
reservation that was established 
by treaty, Executive Order, or
Secretarial Order for an Okla-
homa tribe.”
 The Secretary also not-
ed the “highly unique facts pre-
sented” by the UKB: “In view 
of the origins of the Band as 
composed of Cherokee Indi-
ans, reorganized and separate-
ly recognized under express 
authorization from Congress 
and a constitution approved by 
the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior expressly establishing 
its tribal headquarters in Tah-
lequah, Oklahoma, within the 
historic reservation boundar-
ies, I believe the former reser-
vation of the Cherokee Nation 
is also the former reservation of 
the UKB…”
 Frizzell’s decision ar-

gues against this conclusion. 
 He writes that “no res-
ervation has ever been estab-
lished by treaty, Executive Or-
der, or Secretarial Order for the 
UKB tribe” and that this view is 
“contrary to the language of the 
IGRA,” which requires the lands 
to be “within the boundaries of 
the Indian tribe’s former reserva-
tion (emphasis added), not with-
in the reservation of some other 
tribe in Oklahoma.”
 He also writes that “the 
statement of ‘highly unique facts’ 
used by the Secretary to justify 
the 2012 decision are insufficient 
to qualify the UKB for IGRA’s 
‘former reservation’ exception.”
 Frizzell’s opinion states 
he believes the Secretary “prop-
erly exercised his authority to  
define the term ‘former reser-
vation’ to implement IGRA, but 
“contorted the applicable law 
when he determined that the 
UKB tribe once had a reserva-
tion.”
 CNO and CNE also ar-
gue that the Secretary’s decision 
to allow UKB to take land into 
trust for gaming under the “for-
mer reservation” decision went 
against three prior rulings in 
various cases that UKB “failed to 
show any treaty or Congressional 

act establishing UKB’s inherited 
right or claim to reservation land 
within the boundaries of the old 
Cherokee Indian Reservation.”
 The Secretary explained he 
was justified in overturning this 
view due to a 1994 IRA Amend-
ment and a 1999 Appropriations 
Act that stated CNO only need-
ed to be consulted, and not asked 
for expressed consent, before land 
could be placed into trust within 
their boundaries.
 Frizzell disagreed and 
wrote the Secretary “failed to justi-
fy the Department’s about-face on 
this issue with a reasoned analy-
sis. For the foregoing reasons, this 
court concludes that the Assistant 
Secretary’s ‘former reservation’ de-
cision was arbitrary, capricious, an 
abuse of discretion, and contrary to 
law.”
 Frizzell does acknowledge 
Cherokee Nation v. Barnhardt, a 
2019 decision by the U.S. Tenth 
Circuit Court of Appeals that al-
lowed the Secretary to take land 
in the boundaries of the original 
Cherokee territory into trust for 
the UKB Corporation. 
 However, he argues that the 
Secretary “erroneously” used an 
ambiguous, rather than regulatory, 
interpretation of the IGRA’s “for-
mer reservation” requirements in 

the 2.03-acre decision. 
 It is Frizzell’s view that the 
regulatory interpretation should 
have been used, which would mean 
no gaming be allowed on the par-
cel because it does not meet IGRA 
requirements.
 In his conclusion, Frizzell 
asserts that “gaming regulated by 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
cannot be conducted on the 2.03-
acre parcel.”
 UKB Chief Joe Bunch was 
aware of the recent decision and 
indicated the tribe would be ap-
pealing the ruling.
 “We received word that 
Northern District Court Judge 
Frizzell ruled in favor of the Cher-
okee Nation of Oklahoma on our 
2.03-acre casino property. He cit-
ed in his conclusion that UKB has 
no former reservation as defined 
in the Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act. 
 “While this is disappoint-
ing, we believe his ruling is inac-
curate and are reviewing our op-
tions,” said Bunch. “These options 
also include appealing to the Tenth 
Circuit Court in Denver, CO., who 
last year ruled in our favor to take 
our 76-acres of land into trust. We 
remain steadfast in our ability to 
win this case for the benefit of our 
tribal members.”
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Impeachment, continued from page 1
UKB.
 The impeachment hear-
ing was called after Sequoyah 
District Representative Barry 
Dotson filed Articles of Im-
peachment charges against 
Bunch on November 21, 2019.
 In order to find Bunch 
guilty of any impeachable 
charge, councilors had to vote 
two-thirds in favor. It was de-
termined by a precedence set 
during a previous tribal im-
peachment that “two-thirds 
vote” would mean eight votes of 
the council. 
 Under Article 1, coun-
cilors found Bunch guilty on 
Counts 1, 3 and 6.
 Count 1 stated that 
Bunch attempted to “conspire” 
to hire an individual of his 
choosing for the tribe’s grant 
writer position in May 2017 by 
seeking a nomination through 
Council rather than “going 
through Human Resources.” 
 Count 1 stated Bunch 
“acted outside the scope of his 
authority by declaring himself 
as the grant writer’s supervisor” 
and then “granted approval for 
the grant writer to have unlim-
ited access to the Accounting 
Department and to the Ac-
counting Software, Abila…” As 
such, Bunch “violated his oath 
of confidentiality” by granting 
such access and circumvented 
the authority of the tribe’s trea-
surer and executive director of 
tribal operations (EDTO).
 Councilors Adalene 
Smith, Frankie Still, Sharon 
Benoit, Peggy Girty, Jeannie 
Tidwell, Barry Dotson, Treasur-
er Ella Mae Worley and Assis-
tant Chief Jamie Thompson vot-
ed yes. Councilors Eddie Sacks, 
Charles Smoke, Jeff Wacoche 

and Secretary Joyce Hawk 
voted no. 
 Count 3 stated that 
Bunch was at fault for the 
tribe’s failure to complete a 
mandated Single Audit for 
2017 because he “failed to 
properly ensure qualified 
persons were performing 
critical duties of a depart-
ment into which he had 
inserted himself.”
 It stated that 
though the Tribal Coun-
cil approved a resolution 
to engage an audit firm to 
help complete the Single 
Audit in November 2017, 
Bunch did not send the 
letter of engagement to the 
audit firm “until June 2018,” con-
stituting an “act of negligence.”
 It also stated in February 
2018 the accounting director re-
signed, but was rehired by Bunch 
without Council approval, violat-
ing a resolution “that requires all 
key personnel to be approved by 
the Council.” These actions state 
that Bunch “has failed to uphold 
his constitutional oath, ‘to im-
prove the general welfare of the 
Band, and its members’.”
 Councilors Smith, Still, 
Benoit, Girty, Tidwell, Dotson, 
Treasurer Worley and Assistant 
Chief Thompson voted yes. Coun-
cilors Sacks, Smoke, Wacoche and 
Secretary Hawk voted no. 
 Count 6 stated that 
Bunch “did unlawfully instruct 
the council to vote ‘No’ when the 
motion was made to reappoint a 
corporate board member to the 
UKB Corporate Board” during a 
November 2, 2019 Tribal Council 
meeting by repeating statements 
that violated “Section 402 (a) (1), 
Improper Influence.”
 Councilors Smith, Still, 

Benoit, Girty, Tidwell, Dotson, 
Treasurer Worley and Assistant 
Chief Thompson voted yes. Coun-
cilors Sacks, Smoke, Wacoche and 
Secretary Hawk voted no.
 Under Article 2, councilors 
also found Bunch guilty of Counts 
3 and 7.
 Count 3 stated that Bunch 
conspired with a Corporate Board 
member in May and June 2018 to 
replace two officers from the board 
“without the benefit of a hearing.” 
However, the filing does acknowl-
edge the “attempt of an overthrow 
of the two officers” was “defeated” 
when voted upon.
 Councilors Smith, Still, 
Benoit, Girty, Tidwell, Dotson, 
Treasurer Worley and Assistant 
Chief Thompson voted yes. Coun-
cilors Sacks, Smoke, Wacoche and 
Secretary Hawk voted no. 
 Count 7 stated that Bunch 
was applying selective applica-
tion of the resolution 18-UKB-64 
during a November 7, 2019 Coun-
cil Meeting, after an individual was 
nominated to the Corporate Board 
who is also currently serving on the 
UKB Tax Commission.

 Resolution 18-UKB-64 
states: “A Corporate Board mem-
ber can hold one position only.”
 During the meeting, a 
councilor referenced 18-UKB-64 
when asking, ‘Isn’t there a resolu-
tion that a Corporate Board mem-
ber can only be on one committee?’ 
The councilor also stated that the 
individual was already on the UKB 
Tax Commission and thus should 
not be allowed to serve on the Cor-
porate Board.
 Bunch “stated he had no 
knowledge of such a resolution” 
and that “he had no knowledge the 
individual was on another com-
mittee. He is on a commission.” 
 The count argues that 
though 18-UKB-64 seems vague, 
it “does not state committee, board 
or commission.”
 Bunch had seven calendar 
days to appeal the counts of im-
peachment with the UKB Court, 
which would have the impeach-
ment charges stricken from record 
if overturned.
 As of press time, Bunch 
had appealed, but the tribal court 
date has been delayed.

UKB Chief Joe Bunch, right, sits with his lawyer while the impeachment 
charges were read on January 7, 2020. Bunch was found guilty on five 
counts, but was not removed from office. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

Council resolution to mark dual enrollees as “inactive”

TAHLEQUAH - The United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians Tribal Council passed 
several resolutions on March 7 
during its monthly meeting, in-
cluding one to mark all dually 
enrolled tribal members as “in-
active” in the UKB Enrollment 
database.
 After exiting executive 
session, councilors introduced 
the resolution to read: “To ap-
prove to mark all dually en-
rolled members as inactive in 
Progeny software as soon as 
possible.”
 The motion was made 
by Cooweescoowee District 
Representative Jeannie Tidwell 
and given a second by Tribal 
Secretary Joyce Hawk. Coun-
cilors passed the resolution in a 
unanimous vote.
 Dually enrolled mem-
bers are defined as Keetoowah 
tribal members who have also 
been listed on an enrollment list 
with another tribe, either inten-
tionally or not. Most often, this 
second tribe is the Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma. 
 “We’ve had this discus-
sion before. The council had 
asked about dual enrollment. 
Our membership ordinance 
speaks about dual enrollment 

and says we don’t honor it,” ex-
plained Hawk. “Without a re-
linquishment on file, if a tribal 
member goes and joins CNO, 
we have no verification of that. 
The only way we know they are 
dual is if we are asked to verify 
the exclusivity of a tribal member 
by a department for services, like 
Housing. If they come back as 
active at CNO, we tell them they 
are inactive and then we put it in 
our system.”
 The resolution was meant 
to “crack down” on dual enroll-
ment in the most efficient way 
possible for staff by sending a 
verification list to CNO Registra-
tion to flag all dual enrollees.
 “If you are marked inac-
tive, it means you are not eligible 
for certain services. This doesn’t 
mean all services, as some of our 
programs only require you to be 
a member of a federally recog-
nized tribe, but you have to be 
exclusive to use some of our ser-
vices. In reference to our upcom-
ing election this year, the election 
ordinance says you must be ex-
clusive to vote. When the bind-
er of voters is printed after being 
requested by the Election Board 
this year, those that hold inactive 
status will not be included in that 
list.”
 A separate resolution 
was also passed unanimously to 

publish a “preliminary list” of only 
eligible voters “as soon as possible” 
after the membership list is updat-
ed.
 Hawk encouraged any 
tribal members immediately con-
cerned about their Enrollment sta-
tus to contact her office at 918-871-
2797. 
 Also during the meeting, 
councilors voted on resolutions 
that would require the UKB Cor-
porate Board to “produce all con-
tracts from January 2019 to present 
to council by March 28, 2020” and 
to present all contracts to council 
for approval “within two weeks ad-
vance” of a contract being approved 
by the Corporate Board.

In other business, councilors: 

• Passed a resolution to send 
Chief Joe Bunch, Attorney Gener-
al Klint Cowan and several coun-
cilors to Washington D.C. to “visit 
with congressional delegates and 
the Department of the Interior”;
• Approved the Corporate 
Board to pursue a $310,000 grant 
for substance abuse and mental 
health and a $400,000 grant on sui-
cide prevention;
• Passed a resolution to give 
veterans more than two veteran 
tags for their vehicles, but pay the 
regular rate after the second tag;
• Discussed the possibility 

of pursuing hunting and gaming 
licenses for Keetoowahs and re-
quested more information;
• Clarified that the UKB Civ-
il Defense Building on the grounds 
will function as a tornado shelter 
for both Keetoowahs and the pub-
lic during the upcoming severe sea-
son;
• Approved a resolution 
naming the research library at the 
John Hair Cultural Center and Mu-
seum as the Frank J. Boudinot Re-
search Library
• Asked for AARP Indian El-
der nominations through Rebecca 
Dreadfulwater at 918-871-2861 or 
be emailing rdreadfulwater@ukb-
nsn.gov;
• and announced the 2017 
single audit has been completed.

 The Tribal Council also held 
a special meeting on March 21, in 
which they chose an audit firm for 
its 2018 delinquent single audit and 
nominated five individuals to sit on 
the UKB Election Board later this 
year. 
 These names will not be 
published at the advice of Secre-
tary Hawk, as these individuals still 
need to pass background checks 
before they are fully eligible for 
nomination. Once these individu-
als have been selected, we will an-
nounce them on our tribal website 
and social media.

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT
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TAHLEQUAH - The John Hair 
Cultural Center and Museum 
is extending its exhibit “Miss-
ing Pieces: Rediscovering 
Keetoowah Law, Language, 
Literature” through July in 
hopes that the museum will 
soon once more be allowed to 
open its doors to patrons.
 The JHCCM is one 
of several businesses forced 
to close amid the current 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 “We will most like-
ly take our cues from the 
COVID-19 mandates from 
the government and the tribe, 
but tentatively, I would like to 
schedule the exhibit to be open 
through the month of July,” 
said Ernestine Berry, JHCCM 
director.
 The Missing Pieces 
exhibit, which originally de-
buted to the public on March 
30, 2019, has provided several 
unique insights for its view-
ers and the descendants of its 
featured Keetoowah members. 

BY JACOB CHAVEZ, INTERN
EDITOR BRITTNEY BENNETT

 A nephew of Walter Dun-
can discovered a letter that had 
been written from Duncan to his 
grandmother, Dolly Duncan. 
 Others have had similar 
experiences with the documents 

presented: a granddaughter found 
a letter written by her grandfa-
ther in 1925, a nephew found a 
story about his uncle written by 
Willie Jumper and even Berry 
herself found two letters written 
by her great-grandmother, Jennie 
Sawney, to Alex Sawney.
 “Come, spend time, learn 
Keetoowah history through origi-

nal papers written by our people 
in the past and understand why 
you are who you are today,” said 
Berry.
 The exhibit is also hailed 
for its ability to offer viewers ex-

posure to the Cherokee syllabary, 
which was created by Sequoyah 
“George” Guess in the late 1810s. 
 “The response to the 
exhibit has been extreme-
ly positive,” said Berry. “Two 
Keetoowah men who could read 
syllabary came in and sat down, 
read the papers and discussed 
them. And a Cherokee language 

“Missing Pieces” exhibit to close in July 

PEOPLE

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEX-
ICO - The southwest has gained 
one of northeast Oklahoma’s 
most focused advocates for Na-
tive American students in high-
er education.
 United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians in 
Oklahoma member Corey 
Still is the newest director of 
Scholarship Operations at the  
American Indian Graduate 
Center in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.
 He specifically over-
sees 23 scholarship programs  
underneath AIGC, which 
strives to assist American In-
dian and Alaska Native stu-
dents with financial support 
while they pursue undergrad-
uate, graduate and professional  
degrees.
 Students throughout 
the country can work with Still 
to receive assistance in every 
aspect of the AIGC scholarship 
process including applications, 
documentation and awards.

 “I love it 
here because I 
get the opportu-
nity to be a part 
of one of the old-
est and largest 
organizat ions 
helping Native 
students,” said 
Still. “As a Kee-
toowah, this 
means a lot to 
me. Through 
this position I 
am able to give 
back to my com-

munity, which 
includes some UKB students who 
are involved with our scholarship 
programs.”
 AIGC will be celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this year, a vi-
tal milestone for an organization 
assisting students in Indian Coun-
try looking to enter higher educa-
tion. 
 “We’re here to help you,” 
said Still. “This journey is not easy 
by any means. Everyone is going to 
struggle with hardships and fail-
ure, but you have to find friends, 
mentors, faculty or family that are 
going to be there for you. It is hard, 
but I believe students can do it.”
 He said that one of the 
most common barriers to higher 
education in Indian Country is 
not having enough open conversa-
tions about the path to college.
 “We need people saying, 
‘this is what college looks like,’” 
said Still. “College readiness pro-
grams are a big part of what AIGC 
offers for students who might not 
fully understand what all college 
entails. And I am so glad that this 
is here for them, because not a lot 
of these students have anyone to 

go to for advice on the challenges 
of higher education.”
 AIGC can bridge the 
gap by helping guide students to 
whatever resources necessary in 
navigating to, and through, an in-
stitution of higher learning.
 It all starts with its own 
scholarship process.
 While a high GPA and 
good grades are common factors 
for awardees, Still notes there are 
other factors to consider besides 
traditional academic achieve-
ments. 
 Students are encouraged 
to showcase whatever leadership 
skills and community service in-
volvement they might have as 
well.
 “We have to talk about 
ourselves,” said Still. “Natives are 
not comfortable when asked to 
talk about their achievements be-
cause, for most of us, we were not 
brought up that way. Leadership 
roles extend beyond officer posi-
tions in student groups. Students 
get leadership in a lot of roles 
through churches, schools and 
volunteer organizations.”
 Still himself is no stranger 
to leadership roles.
 In 2009, he was named a 
Gates Millennium Scholar and 
utilized the program throughout 
his college career to pursue vari-
ous leadership opportunities on 
his way to a doctoral degree. 
 He graduated from the 
University of Oklahoma with 
his doctoral degree in Adult and 
Higher Education in 2019. 
 A week after graduation, 
Still was notified about his new 
position at AIGC and moved to 
New Mexico shortly after.
 “It is hard not being close 

to my people, friends, and family, 
but there are a lot of Natives here, 
it’s just different. I love this oppor-
tunity though. It gives me a chance 
to give back to an organization that 
gave me so much, it’s wonderful,” he 
said. “One of the main highlights of 
this position is the opportunity to 
travel all over the country to poten-
tially help students reach their goals 
in higher education. And that is re-
ally one of my goals, shedding light 
on services and scholarships for 
these students so that they can get  
better connected.”
 Still says that his 
 future plans will be focused on 
working with AIGC and continu-
ing his research with American 
Indian leadership, historical Na-
tive American Greek life and In-
digenous masculinity in higher  
education.
 He hopes to continue to 
give back everything that he has 
learned in order to get Native  
students where they want to be  
academically.
 “I see myself doing great 
work here,” he said. “I encourage 
our Native students to check out 
our website and look at all our 
scholarships. If anyone has any 
questions about anything, I am 
more than happy to help point you 
in the right direction.”
 AIGC scholarships opened 
Jan. 1. Undergraduate scholarships 
close May 1 and graduate scholar-
ships close June 1. The organization 
has also set up a student emergen-
cy fund for scholars that are being 
affected by the current COVID-19 
health situation. 
 For more information on 
how to apply or to donate, visit 
aigcs.org, email web@aigcs.org or 
call 505-881-4584.

Still finds fulfillment as AIGC Scholarship Operations director

BY JACOB CHAVEZ, INTERN
EDITOR BRITTNEY BENNETT

LEFT: Dr. Corey Still graduated from his alma mater, The University of Oklahoma, 
in 2019 with his doctoral degree in Adult and Higher Education. PHOTO  
COURTESY DAVID NALL

teacher from Salina High School 
requested selected copies of the 
syllabary papers for use by her 
language classes.”
 All documents in syllabary 
were translated thanks to Chero-
kees Clara Proctor, Oleta Pritchett, 
and the late Opal Foreman, along 
with Eliza Bark Carmen, who 
helped with many of the older 
words used in the texts. Other 
elders also credited with helping 
include Dorothy Ice, Iva Price, and 
Melvina and Rufus King.
 “This exhibit revealed a lot 
of Keetoowah history,” said Berry. 
“It gave insight into the thoughts, 
feelings, and motivations of our 
ancestors. It brought us closer to 
our past.”
 Once the exhibit is off 
display, the papers will be stored 
in the museum archive with the 
hopes of digitizing them and mak-
ing them available for future use by 
the public.
 For more information 
about the JHCCM and the Missing 
Pieces exhibit, visit the John Hair 
Cultural Center & Museum on 
Facebook or email eberry@ukb-
nsn.gov.
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TAHLEQUAH - The UKB 
Opioid Healing Project will be 
changing the way it conducts 
services amid the COVID-19, 
or Coronavirus, pandemic.
 "In the spirit of safe-
ty and containment, we are 

UKB Opioid Healing Project limiting in-person contact
changing our 
mode of inter-
action in pro-
viding coun-
seling and case 
management 
services at the 
UKB Opioid 
Healing Pro-
gram,” said Dr. 
Steven Byers, 
project direc-
tor. “We will 
use telephone 
communication 
as our primary 
mode of cli-
ent/counselor 
contact. Given 
the fluid nature 
of the existing 
health threat of 
the Coronavi-

rus, we will be 
evaluating our 
service delivery 

mode on a week to week basis.”
In person counseling sessions 
will be on an “as needed” basis 
only.
 “If clients seek to have a 
face-to-face counseling meeting, 
we can decide for this if deemed 
necessary,” said Byers. “In the 

meantime, you may contact your 
counselor by phone if needed. If 
you would like to do an intake for 
services, you can contact Mr. Blong 
Lor at 918-316-9591.”
 Moving towards this new 
way of servicing tribal members 
is one way the project is trying to 
do its part to limit the potential 
health risks associated with the 
COVID-19 virus.
 “As the director of the pro-
gram, I believe it is imperative to 
exercise ‘an abundance of caution,’ 
and while regrettable, have made 
these decisions to support local 
and national efforts to stem the 
spread of the virus,” said Byers.
 The decision was also made 
with the project staff in mind.
 “I also believe we should 
act to protect the employees of the 
OHP, and counselors Mr. Blong 
Lor and Ruben Heron will work 
from home on various projects that 
will support our services advance-
ment and outreach on a week to 
week basis. They are available by 
phone for clients,” said Byers.
 However, Byers is aware 
that physical and mental health 
emergencies can happen at any 
time, even amid a pandemic.
 “If you feel you need men-

tal health emergency services, 
please contact Mr. Blong Lor at 
918-316-9591 or Mr. Ruben Her-
on @ 918-316-9584 or you can 
contact 911 or proceed to your 
local emergency facility in the 
area,” said Byers.
 During this unique situ-
ation, Byers is also aware of the 
mental struggles and anxiety felt 
by individuals that may not neces-
sarily be patients of the program.
 As such, the program is 
opening up its counseling services 
to anyone who feels the need to 
reach out for help.
 “If you feel you would 
like to speak with a counselor 
by phone regarding any men-
tal health struggle you may be 
experiencing around the current 
situation you may contact either 
counselor for a confidential phone 
consult. 
 “We are here to support 
and assist the local UKB  
community in this trying time 
and understand that fear, anxiety 
or dread can occur in such  
situations as our tribe,  
community and nation face now. 
Don’t hesitate to contact our staff 
for support, consultation or  
counseling."

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

Dr. Steven Byers. PHOTO COURTESY  
WESTERN DOUGHTY

TAHLEQUAH – Beginning 
April 1, the Health and Hu-
man Services Department at 
the United Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians will be 
accepting applications for  
assistance with summer  
cooling costs through its Low  
Income Home Energy Assis-
tance Program, or LIHEAP.
 LIHEAP is a federal 
program designed specifically 
to assist low income Native 
American families with relief 
from heating and cooling costs 
all year. 
 Program eligibility is 
based upon the state median 
income guidelines and requires 
applicants to provide income 
verification from each member 
of their household.
 “For the summer 
LIHEAP program, it focuses 
purely on electrical and electric 
bills,” said Jennifer Cole-Rob-
inson, Health and Human 
Services director. “This is also 
when we will look at buying air 
conditioners for our elders as 
well to ensure that they have 
air conditioning systems.”
 Cole-Robinson said 
UKB will pay up to $300 for an 
electrical bill in a six-month 
period. She also asked any  
tribal members that use the 
service to let her department 
know as far in advance as pos-
sible before a possible utility 
cut off. 
 “We’re asking for at 
least ten days prior to a cut off, 
because we cannot guarantee 
that all the paperwork will be 
processed in time to prevent 
the cutoff. We have to work 
with the agency’s guidelines 
and system to try and prevent 

the cut off,” she said. “We have 
to send over a promise to pay 
and if that agency closes and 
they do not receive our promise 
to pay prior to the closing, it 
may be a weekend before they 
can get back with us and it show 
up in their system.”
 Cole-Robinson also 
wants elders to know that amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic, many 
utility companies are  
suspending cutoffs, but to please 
check with your provider.
 Elders who qualify for 
an air conditioning unit will be 

notified after their application has 
been processed, though eligibility 
will depend on last year’s  
information.
 “They’re window units and 
if elders received a window unit 
last summer, they will not be  
eligible for a unit this summer 
unless something mechanically has 
happened,” said Cole-Robinson.
 Health and Human  
Services also offers a Crisis  
LIHEAP program separate from 
winter or summer LIHEAP for  
elders, the disabled and families 
with small children in the home.

UKB LIHEAP program to begin April 1st
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

 “It allows us to do one 
additional electric bill during that 
six-month period that we would 
otherwise have not been able to 
do,” said Cole-Robinson. “It is not 
guaranteed assistance though. We 
have to look at all the variables, 
such as the last time they utilized 
LIHEAP.”
 Tribal members can  
acquire applications from their 
district representative, by visiting 
the Lighthorse officer on patrol 
on the UKB grounds or on the 
Keetoowah website at www.ukb-
nsn.gov/human-services.
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