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Sweetest Native puts spin on ribbon skirt
Keetoowah Krissa Downing makes tradition-
al and contemporary ribbon skirts for her 
business, The Sweetest Native. See Page 6

After 15 years, UKB signs deed to land in trust

TAHLEQUAH – After waiting 
more than 15 years for approval, 
officials from the United Kee-
toowah Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans and the Eastern Oklahoma 
Region Bureau of Indian Affairs 
met Thursday, Dec. 5 to sign the 
official land deed granting the 

tribe 76 acres of land in trust.
 “The handicaps that 
were upon us are removed. It is a 
great day today,” said UKB Chief 
Joe Bunch. 
 “Certainly, this would 
not be complete without the 
hard work of each and every-

Impeachment 
charges filed 
against UKB 
Chief Joe Bunch

TAHLEQUAH – United Kee-
toowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
Sequoyah District Representative 
Barry Dotson filed impeachment 
charges against Chief Joe Bunch 
on Nov. 25 in matters relating to 
the tribe’s finances and the UKB 
Corporate Board.
 Two Articles of Impeach-
ment were filed, which accuse 
Bunch of “misconduct, for failure 
to abide by the UKB Constitution 
and Bylaws, and violating certain 
sections of the Crimes & Punish-
ment Act of 1990; and violations 
of the UKB Federal Corporate 
Charter, Corporate Act of 2015, 
and sections of the Crimes & Pun-
ishment Act of 1990.”
 Bunch is accused of mis-
handling personnel hirings and 
firings, as well as the tribe’s 2017 
audit, which is currently in delin-

Send story ideas by emailing  
bbennett@ukb-nsn.gov or calling the 
UKB Main Line: 918-871-2800. 
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body that’s been involved with 
this over the years. You know it’s 
been said by a former leader, I 
think his name was Henry Dou-
blehead, he mentioned that this 
was the land of milk and honey. 
And this (he was referencing) 
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page 3See Impeachment, page 3
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Voices Against Violence recognizes Ross
The event deconstructed domestic violence 
and recognized domestic violence survivor 
Jimmie Ross with an award. See Page 8

Elder Assistance and Children’s gift cards
UKB is offering elders 55 and older $75 in 
assistance, while children 0-18 will recieve a 
$40 Walmart gift card. See Page 7

UKB Housing completes two new homes for Keetoowahs
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TAHLEQUAH - The United Kee-
toowah Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans Housing Department proudly 
presented two Keetoowahs the keys 
to brand new, tribally-built homes 
during an Oct. 29 department pre-
sentation.
 The first home was presented 
to Keetoowah member Larry Fore-
man, who was officially handed his 
keys by Housing Director Nancy 
McCause and Assistant Housing 
Director Charles Deason. His home 
is the tribe’s first official Elder Home 
Cottage. 
 “This went pretty good. I love 
it, but you can’t go by me because 
before it felt like I was just living in a 
box in the woods,” Foreman joked. 
 The UKB Elder Home Cot-
tage Program uses monies from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 

Keetoowah member Larry Foreman, second from left, was given the keys to the tribe’s first ever Elder 
Home Cottage on Oct. 29 by the UKB Housing Department. The home is approximately 700-square-feet 
and features one bedroom and one bathroom. Members of the Housing Department and several fellow 
Keetoowahs donated a variety of items to Foreman to get him started in his new home including dishes, 
a microwave, a recliner and a rocking chair for his front porch. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCNSee Homes, page  8

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians Chief Joe Bunch, seated front left, and Acting Regional 
Director of the Eastern Oklahoma Region Bureau of Indian Affairs Jessie Durham, seated front 
right, sign the tribe’s official deed for 76 acres of land in trust. The two were surrounded by current 
and former UKB officials, councilors and chiefs as the signing took place. PHOTO BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN
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The Giduwa Cherokee News is 
mailed free to Keetoowah regis-
tered voters, governments, other  
offices and upon request, to other citizens. 

Mail subscription requests and address 
changes to Giduwa Cherokee News, 
P.O. Box 746, Tahlequah, OK 74465.

Editorial statements of the Giduwa  
Cherokee News, guest columns and 
letters to the editor reflect the opin-
ions of the writer and not necessar-
ily those of the Giduwa Cherokee 
News editor, staff or tribal administra-
tion of the United Keetoowah Band.

All editorials and letters must be 450 
words or less and will become the prop-
erty of the Giduwa Cherokee News. Ed-
itorials must be signed and include  an 
address and telephone number. Send 
all inquires to: Giduwa Cherokee News, 
P.O. Box 746, Tahlequah, OK 74465.

The Giduwa Cherokee News is the only 
official publication of the United Kee-
toowah Band. It operates a Giduwa 
Cherokee News Facebook page, as well 
as the tribe’s YouTube and Instagram ac-
counts, @UKBMedia. Any other publi-
cations or online pages are not an official 
source of news and are not endorsed by 
the editor, tribe or tribal administration. 

For advertising rates and  media  
inquiries, including permissions to re-
print stories within this publication, 
please email bbennett@ukb-nsn.gov.

Siyo nigada!

December is here and Christmas is 
around the corner! As we prepare 
for winter’s arrival, there are a 
couple of items to discuss.
 
On December 2, 2019 at 2:30 PM 
I received notice the Tenth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, before Judg-
es Matheson, McHugh and Eid, 
Circuit Judges, ruled ‘this Matter 
is before the Court on Plaintiff-Ap-
pellee the Cherokee Nation’s 
Motion to Stay Mandate in these 
appeals. Upon Consideration of the 
responses and the reply, the motion 
is denied”. 

The judges dismissed Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma’s motion to 
stay the mandate.  

This is what led to us signing our 
76 acre land track deed, which 
was signed by Acting Regional 
Director of the Eastern Oklahoma 
Region Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Jessie Durham.

Congratulations, Keetoowahs!
Now what happens? 

CNO may still file with the U.S. 

Supreme Court to overturn the 10th 
Circuit Court decision. 

However, each year there are about 
1500 cases filed with the Supreme 
Court. Of those, there is a small 
portion that is heard; around three 
percent to be exact. 

Also working against CNO is that 
our case is brother tribe against 
brother tribe. 

As it is not affecting any of the oth-
er 571 federally recognized tribes, 
it has been said the Supreme Court 
will not hear this type of case.  

Now that we have land in trust 
many will ask, when will our  
casino open? 

The 2.3-acre casino property case 
is in the Northern District Court. 
We have been waiting for a deci-
sion from this court.  

One would think, the Northern 
District Court is waiting for the 
76 acres to be completed before 
making a ruling. We anticipate and 
hope that now that the 76-acre case 
is final and in our favor, the Eastern 

Chief Joe Bunch    
(918) 871-2800 ext. 2824

District case will follow in our favor 
as well.

Once that case is final, we will have 
work to do. We will have to get the 
property up to standards, get em-
ployees hired and get approval from 
the National Indian Gaming Com-
mission. 

We will also have to compact with 
the state for Class III gaming. In all, 
this project is a long ways away.

On November 25, 2019, I was 
served with Articles of Impeach-
ment papers. 

As your chief, I am taking these 
accusations very seriously and I will 
uphold my duties and continue to 
keep the United Keetoowah Band 
members informed. I look forward 
to resolving these issues, clearing 
my name and continuing to move 
our tribe forward.

In the event I don’t see you before 
the end of the year, have a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Do-da-go-hv-i!
Chief Joe Bunch

Assistant Chief:  
Jamie Thompson

(918) 871-2800 ext. 2822

Flint:
Frankie Still

(918) 507-1822

Secretary:
Joyce Hawk

(918) 871-2800 ext. 2767

Treasurer:
Ella Mae Worley

(918) 871-2800 ext. 2818

Illinois:
Peggy Girty

(918) 457-7067

Canadian:
Eddie Sacks

(918) 822-1957

Saline:
Charles Smoke
(918) 457-7071

Delaware:
Adalene Smith
(918) 353-5036

Cooweescoowee:
Jeannie Tidwell
(405) 822-4948

Goingsnake:
Sharon Benoit
(918) 507-0726

Tahlequah:
Jeff Wacoche

(918) 822-2191

Sequoyah:
Barry Dotson

(918) 207-2990

From the Chief’s Desk:
Land in trust - a gift just in 

time for the holidays!
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was Keetoowah land forever and 
ever and ever. Other generations 
of Keetoowah people will have 
this land in trust for them for 
generations to come. It’s certain-
ly a proud moment.”
 Bunch was joined on-
stage for the signing of the land 
deed by Acting Regional Direc-
tor of the Eastern Oklahoma 
Region Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Jessie Durham.
 “This application has 
been 15 years and so I know 
you’ve waited a long time and it’s 
a good day for the United Kee-
toowah Band. Congratulations,” 
said Durham.
 The signing comes after 
a lengthy court battle between 
UKB and the Cherokee Nation 
of Oklahoma, which objected to 
the Department of the Interior 
from taking land into trust for 
UKB within CNO’s boundaries. 
 The UKB purchased its 
76 acres of land in Tahlequah in 
2000 and developed it for several 
uses including community ser-
vices, cultural grounds, a muse-
um and an elder center. 
 In 2004 the UKB sub-
mitted its application to take the 
tract of land into trust, which 
was originally approved by the 
Department of the Interior’s 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in 2011. 
 CNO filed a lawsuit 
against the BIA in response to 
the decision. Cherokee Nation v. 
Zinke, et al. alleged that the BIA 
violated jurisdictional treaties 
agreed upon between the CNO 
and the U.S. 
 Judge Ronald A. White 
of the Northern District Court 
of Oklahoma in Tulsa heard the 
case on May 31, 2017 and ruled 
in CNO’s favor. 
 He stated that the In-
terior’s decision was “not in 
accordance with the law” and 
enjoined the Interior secretary 
from putting the UKB land into 
trust “without the Cherokee 
Nation’s written consent and full 
consideration of the jurisdic-
tional conflicts and the result-
ing administrative burdens the 
acquisition would place on the 
(Interior’s Eastern Oklahoma) 
Region.” 
 On Dec. 1, 2017 the U.S. 
Department of Justice attorneys 
filed an appeal of White’s de-
cision, with the Tenth Circuit 
finally hearing the case on May 
16, 2018 and issuing its decision 
on Sept. 5. 
 The three-judge panel 
was presented with several issues 
in the case, including if the UKB 

had the same rights to ask for 
land in trust as other tribes do 
under Section 5 of the Indian 
Reorganization Act of 1934. 
 Section 5 of the IRA 
authorizies the Secretary of the 
Interior to take land into trust 
“for the purpose of providing 
land for Indians.” 
 At the time, “Indians” 
was defined as “all persons of In-
dian descent who are members 
of any recognized Indian tribe 
now under Federal jurisdiction, 
and all persons who are descen-
dants of such members who 
were, on June 1, 1934, residing 
within the present boundaries of 
any Indian reservation…” 
 Congress recognized the 
UKB in 1946 under the terms of 
the Oklahoma Indian Welfare 
Act of 1936. 
 CNO argued this dis-
qualified UKB from meeting the 
qualifications defined as “Indi-
an” under IRA and thus, land in 
trust should not be possible. 
 However, the BIA cited 
Section 3 of OIWA in its de-
cision to grant land in trust to 
UKB, which states that a prop-
erly chartered Oklahoma Indian 
group such as the UKB “enjoy(s) 
any other rights or privileges 
secured to an organized Indian 
tribe under the (IRA)” of 1934. 
 This would include the 
right to land in trust. 
 The Tenth Circuit upheld 
the decision, writing that the 
BIA was “not required” to con-
sider if UKB met the IRA’s defi-
nition of “Indian.” Instead, since 
the UKB is a “recognized tribe 
or band of Indians resid¬ing in 
Oklahoma” incorporated under 
OIWA, the BIA “properly con-

cluded that statutory authority 
exists for the Secretary to take 
the Subject Parcel into trust for 
the UKB Corporation.” 
 The judges were also 
asked to examine CNO’s asser-
tion that “consent” and not “con-
sultation” was needed before 
granting trust land to UKB. 
 CNO argued that explicit 
consent was needed, claiming 
they were the historical succes-
sors of the original Cherokee 
Nation and any land in trust 
within their jurisdiction needed 
approval. 
 However, the Tenth Cir-
cuit judges cited a 1999 Appro-
priations Act by Congress that 
states “no funds shall be used 
to take land into trust within 
the boundaries of the original 
Cherokee territory in Oklahoma 
without consultation with the 
Cherokee Nation.” 
 The ruling did not go so 
far as to challenge CNO’s claim 
to successorship, but did further 
state that “the UKB are descend-
ed from the historical Cherokee 
Indian tribe.” 
 CNO also argued their 
1866 treaty guarantees “protec-
tion for the Nation against ‘do-
mestic feuds and insurrections’ 
and ‘hostilities of other tribes,’” 
including the UKB. 
 The judges stated, “while 
the relationship of the UKB 
and the Nation does not appear 
friendly, they are neither open 
enemies nor engaged in war-
fare.” As such, “no ‘hostilities,’ as 
contemplated in the 1866 Treaty, 
attach to the UKB’s land-into-
trust application. Accordingly, 
Nation consent is not required 
for the BIA to take the Subject 

Parcel into trust for the UKB.” 
 The judges also exam-
ined whether the BIA gave 
proper consideration to possible 
jurisdictional problems that 
may arise with CNO and UKB, 
as well as potential conflicts of 
land use and any administrative 
burdens on the Interior’s Eastern 
Region. 
 CNO called the decision 
to move forward with the appli-
cation “arbitrary and capricious” 
in regards to these issues. 
 In their ruling, the 
judges wrote that “the relatively 
small size of the Subject Parcel 
and the fact that BIA services 
have been provided in the past 
suggest that any additional 
administrative burden will not 
be unreasonable. We reverse the 
district court’s order holding 
that the 2011 decision approv-
ing the UKB’s land-into-trust 
application was arbitrary and ca-
pricious, an abuse of discretion 
and otherwise not in accordance 
with law.” 
 CNO appealed the de-
cision on Nov. 8 and asked the 
courts to rehear the case, which 
was subsequently denied, before 
then filing a motion to stay 
mandate against UKB. On Dec. 
2 that motion was also denied. 
 “Upon consideration of 
the responses and the reply, the 
motion is denied,” wrote Clerk 
Elisabeth A. Shumaker. 
 The UKB land deed 
guarantees that the 76 acres 
is now “forever free, clear and 
discharged of and from all 
former grants, charges, taxes, 
judgments, mortgages, and 
other liens and encumbrances of 
whatsoever nature.” 

Land in Trust, Continued from page 1

Impeachment, Continued from page 1
quency status. 
 The filing states “the 
tribe and the Housing Depart-
ment are now in a funding 
crisis” because of the audit.
 Bunch is also accused of 
interfering with the operation 
of the Corporate Board and 
harassing its members in several 
incidents dating back to Decem-
ber 2016. 
 The accusations also 
include actions taken during 

a Nov. 2 UKB Tribal Coun-
cil meeting, during which the 
council nominated Eddie Sacks 
to the Corporate Board.
 “On November 25, 
2019, I was served with Arti-
cles of Impeachment papers,” 
said Bunch. “As your chief, I am 
taking these accusations very 
seriously and I will uphold my 
duties and continue to keep the 
United Keetoowah Band mem-
bers informed. I look forward to 

resolving these issues, clearing 
my name and continuing to 
move our tribe forward.”
 Bunch has been the 
tribe’s chief since taking over 
in May 2016, after councilors 
impeached former Chief George 
Wickliffe for violating  
constitutional duties to the 
tribe.  
 The chief ’s position is up 
for re-election in 2020. 
 While no date for an 

impeachment hearing has been 
set as of press time, United Kee-
toowah Band officials are  
required to hold a meeting  
within 30 days of the Nov. 25 
filing. 
 At such time, each side 
will argue their case before 
councilors will be asked to vote 
for or against impeachment. 
 A vote of two-thirds or 
more is required to impeach any 
UKB official.

UKB Chief Joe Bunch, seated left, and Acting Regional Director of the Eastern Oklahoma Region Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs Jessie Durham, seated right, sign the tribe’s 76 acre land in trust deed. The tribe 
has waited 15 years for the process to be completed. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN
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BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TAHLEQUAH - During its 
Nov. 2 meeting, the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians Tribal Council nomi-
nated Canadian District Coun-
cilor Eddie Sacks to the UKB 
Corporate Board and voted 
against a resolution that would 
have prohibited Keetoowah  
officials from attending Chero-
kee Nation of Oklahoma-affili-
ated events.
 New business proposed 
during the meeting included 
two potential appointments 
and one official confirmation to 
the UKB Corporate Board.
 Cooweescoowee Dis-
trict Councilor Jeannie Tidwell 
first proposed a resolution to 
appoint Anile Locust to anoth-
er four-year term on the UKB 
Corporate Board.
 “Anile Locust’s time on 
the Corporate Board is about to 
end, and I want to make a reso-
lution to continue with her ser-
vices on the Corporate Board,” 
said Tidwell. 
 “The reason being I’m 
making a nomination is that 
she is very experienced in 

what she is doing. Right now, 
we’re engaged in a lot of projects 
as far as the Corporate Board 
goes and she’s familiar with  
everything that’s going on. At this 
point, to pull someone in with no 
knowledge of what’s going on, it 
could be a bad outcome for the 
Corporate Board,” she said.
 Council voted on the 
measure, which was defeated 6-4. 
 Councilors Tidwell,  
Peggy Girty and Berry Dotson, as 
well as Treasurer Ella Mae Wor-
ley, all voted in favor. Councilors 
Sacks, Sharon Benoit, Charles 
Smoke and Jeff Wacoche, as well 
as Secretary Joyce Hawk, voted 
against. 
 Assistant Chief Jamie 
Thompson and Delaware District 
Councilor Adalene Smith were 
absent.
 Sacks, who is also on the 
UKB Tax Commission, was then 
nominated to a four-year term on 
the UKB Corporate Board after a 
resolution by Smoke. It was given 
a second by Councilor Wacoche.
 Councilors voted 6-4 to 
approve, with Councilors Sacks, 
Still, Dotson, Smoke, Benoit and 
Wacoche in favor, while Council-
ors Tidwell, Girty and Secretary 

Hawk and Treasurer Worley vot-
ed against.
 Also discussed was a 
resolution by Councilor Dotson 
to prohibit UKB tribal officials 
from participating in any events, 
political events and Tri-Council 
gatherings with the Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma. 
 If passed, the measure 
would have remained in effect 
until UKB was officially given 
land in trust.
 “To start off with Cher-
okee Nation, there’s no telling 
what those people have done to 
us. They jerk the rug out from 
under us on every occasion,” 
said Dotson. “With their friend-
ship, who needs enemies? I’m 
not talking about the general 
population. I’m talking about 
the leadership.” 
 Treasurer Worley gave 
the motion a second because it 
was in “official capacity” only. 
 The motion failed 5-3-
2. Councilors Sacks, Benoit, 
Smoke, Wacoche and Secretary 
Hawk voted against. Council-
ors Tidwell, Dotson and Trea-
surer Worley voted in favor, 
while Councilors Still and Girty  
abstained.

 Also of note during 
the meeting was an  
announcement that council-
ors would be dropping their 
health insurance, which 
amounts to $107,000 per 
year, to save on tribal operat-
ing costs. Councilors assured 
the public that employee 
health insurance would not 
be affected.
In other business:
• The Enrollment Com-
mittee approved two new 
applications for member-
ship and five requests for  
relinquishment;
• Worley announced the 
November financial report as 

total expenses of $24,346.64, 
with an overage of $3,653. The 
report did not reflect space al-
location, indirect costs or pay-
ment of lawyer fees;
• Councilors voted to 
close tribal offices on Dec. 23, 
24 and 25 for the Christmas 
holiday;
• Councilors voted to  
allow the UKB Housing  
Department to have its own 
banking account separate from 
the tribe for its accounting pur-
poses and gave permission for 
Housing to pursue a loan for 
subdivision rental housing;
• Councilor Benoit  
tabled a resolution about a  
language revitalization  
program until the December 
2019 meeting;
• Councilors voted to 
approve Sara Thompson as the 
tribe’s new HR Generalist;
• and Councilors  
approved $75 for Elder As-
sistance and $40 gift cards for 
children for Christmas. More 
information  can be found on 
page 7. 
 The next regularly 
scheduled UKB Tribal Coun-
cil meeting was scheduled for  
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 10 a.m.

UKB Tribal Council nominates Sacks to Corporate Board

Siyo, readers!
 It has been quite a time 
since I have addressed you. Sep-
tember, to be exact. I apologize, but 
wish you a happy holiday season!
 While there is much to 
celebrate in this issue that I do not 
want to take away from, I feel that I 
must also address a topic of serious 
concern.
  Short and simple, you have 
not received a newspaper since 
September because my department 
currently does not have a budget.
 The tribe is very generously 
paying to send out your newspaper 
for free every month to the address 
you have on file with us, but this 
will most likely change with the 
tribe’s current financial status.
  Over the past several 
months, there has been much dis-
cussion behind the scenes about the 
future of the newspaper. 
 During this time, I have 
asked administration and council 
numerous times about printing, 
from doing quarterly issues to  
possibly going all digital to cut 
costs.

 I have been given permis-
sion to print this last edition for 
2019, but heading into the new 
decade, I want to be honest and 
transparent when I tell you that 
I am unsure of the newspaper’s 
ability to print going forward.
 Now, what does that mean 
for you?
 It’s hard to say, though I 
can promise I will do my best to 
bring you transparent and relevant 
news in a timely manner, regard-
less if it’s printed or online only. 
 Ideally if the newspaper 
does stop printing or only prints 
quarterly, I would still like to 
do my best to produce a digital 
edition that is current and can be 
read online every month.
 I understand this new 
method will not be accessible to 
everyone, especially elders and 
those without internet services 
where they live. 
 I wish I had a better 
solution, but I feel this is the most 
financially responsible course of 
action to take if administration 
continues to give me no indication 

about my depart-
mental budget.
 It is no secret 
that our tribe is 
currently suffering 
from financial woes 
and unfortuantely, 
cutting printing of 
the newspaper has 
happened before to 
help save on costs.
 While I 
cannot control this 
aspect of my duties, 
I can confidently say 
that I am proud to 
have done so much 
within my first year 
of service to the 
tribe.
 Whatever this next 
year looks like going forward, 
I am determined to continue 
trying to better our media 
outreach as a whole.
 What I need from you 
is to get more involved. 
 Follow the newspa-
per. Watch the tribal coun-
cil meetings when they are 

livestreamed the first Saturday 
of every month. Make the time 
to read about what your tribe is 
and is not doing.
 This is more crucial 
than ever as we get ready to go 
into the next year and election 
cycle. You have more power 
than you realize, but it starts 
with being informed. 

Wado and Merry Christmas! 

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

EDITOR’S ADDRESS
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Title VI Jim Proctor Elder Nutrition Center - December
 All UKB elders 
55 and older plus their 
spouse can eat free at 
the Jim Proctor Elder 
Nutrition Center. 
 CDIB  hold-
ers 55 and older plus 
spouse must contrib-
ute to cost of meal. 
 The Jim Proc-
tor Elder Nutrition 
Center is for seniors 
only. Any guests un-
der 55 must pay $5 and 
children 0-17 are $3. 
 Title VI alerts 
elders to be safe and 
please consume, refrig-
erate or dispose of meal 
within two hours or 
keep cool 40 degrees or 
reheat to 160 degrees.

Nutrition Analysis Includes: 2% milk. Each meal meets 1/3 of the recommended RDA requirements.

KEETOOWAHS

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TAHLEQUAH - On Nov. 2 
United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians Tradition 
Keeper Dorothy Ice received 
the Tradition Bearer Award at 

the Seven Star Gala. 
 The award was presented 
by the Cherokee Heritage Center 
and the Cherokee National His-
torical Society Board of Trustees.

 For decades, The Sev-
en Star Gala has recognized 
outstanding individuals who  
“exemplify the Cherokee Nation-
al Historical Society’s mission to 

preserve, promote and teach 
Cherokee history and culture.”
 Ice was joined during 
the evening by UKB Chief Joe 
Bunch and Elder Committee 
members Lois Fuller, Barbara 
Girty and Pete Kingfisher.
 Other honorees on 
the night included Victoria 
Vazquez for the Contemporary 
Achievement Award and S. 
Joe Crittenden for the Warrior 
Award.
 The honoree table was 
sponsored by CNHS Emeritus 
Trustee, Betty Jo Fite Hays.
 Ice was also honored 
as a UKB Tradition Keeper in 
2013 for her expertise in weav-
ing and for her commitment to 
passing on her craft to the next 
generation of Keetoowahs.
 The Tradition Keep-
er award began in 2005 and is  
given through the UKB John 
Hair Cultural Center and  
Museum.

Ice honored at Seven Star Gala Awards

From L-R: Chief Joe Bunch with members of the Keetoowah Elder Committee Lois Fuller, honoree Dorothy 
Ice, Barbara Girty Foster and Pete Kingfisher. COURTESY

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TAHLEQUAH - Keetoowah 
member Janelle Adair was 
honored with the Cherokee 
Phoenix Seven Feathers Award 
during a ceremony on Nov. 
23 at the  Cherokee Casino  
Tahlequah Chota Center.
 Seven inaugural recipi-
ents were chosen for the award 
including Adair, who was  
selected for the culture catego-
ry due to her passion for the  
Cherokee art of storytelling.
 “I don’t think people 
understand, it’s different than 
just hearing a story and re-
membering it and reciting it. 
A storyteller is different,” Adair 
said. “It’s a performance. You 
take people somewhere else. I 
know if an audience is with me 
because they’ll be transported 
somewhere else and as the sto-
ry ends, you see them wake up. 
You feel it. It’s really powerful to 
see that happen.”

 Adair began storytelling 
in 1999 and has been involved 
in several projects to keep the 
art alive, including hosting the  
“Stories on the Square” event 
every summer for the past five 
years.
 “Listening to each award-
ee speak about their individual 
projects and feeling the passion 
that drives them to do what they 
do was just the right medicine I 
needed going into the holiday 
season,” said Adair of the cere-
mony.
 Other winners selected 
by the Cherokee Phoenix include 
Cindy Irwin for Business, How-
ard Paden for Language, Kaitlyn 
Pinkerton for Health, Zachary 
Self for Education, Richard Tyler 
for Service and Kirby Williams 
for Community.
 “It is a privilege to rep-
resent our tribe in every plat-
form I can,” said Adair. “The only  
Keetoowah in the group and the 
Phoenix made sure to put that in 
my introduction.”

Adair honored at Seven Feathers Award Gala

Janelle Adair holds her award from the Seven Feathers Gala on Nov. 
23. According to the Cherokee Phoenix, each recipient received 
a stained-glass feather by Cherokee artist Brandi Hines of Agitsi 
Stained Glass in Tulsa. COURTESY
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HULBERT – The sewing ma-
chine sat by itself on the table, 
too much of a temptation for 
young Krissa Downing to resist.
 “Whenever I was lit-
tle, my mom would always be 
sewing. She worked in a sewing 
factory and she would always 
make our skirts and our dress-
es for the stomp grounds and 
everything,” said Downing. 
“Every now and then, if she 
wasn’t using it and it was still on 
the table, I would get some scrap 
fabric and make a little dress for 
a doll. One time I tried to make 
a t-shirt. It never fit right!”
 Though those days are 
long past, Downing’s passion for 
sewing has remained firmly in 
place and is now finally taking 
off.
 “I was interested then, 
but I put it off for years until just 
this past March. I was like, ‘I’m 
going to make my own skirt, 
mom.’ And I did and she taught 
me how to do the ruffle because 
I didn’t know how to do that. 
From there, I really just started 
going at it,” she explained.
 Downing is now the 
proud Keetoowah owner of  
ribbon skirt business, The 
Sweetest Native.
 “I was trying to think of 
something in Cherokee to say 
for it and I was like, ‘you know 
what? I’m already called the 
Sweetest Native. I might as well 
have the Sweetest Native skirts,’” 
she said.
 Since launching her 
brand, Downing has made a 
name for herself creating both 
traditional and contemporary 
ribbon skirts, even shipping her 
works out to places such as New 
York and Canada.
 “I love that there are so 
many Indigenous women who 
want to be able to show who 

they are through my skirts,” 
said Downing. “If you look 
on my page, I make tradition-
al skirts and contemporary 
skirts. I make skirts that the 
modern, average teenager or 
young woman could go out 
in. But I also make the skirts 
that could be worn at the 
stomp grounds and for cer-
emony that are more tradi-
tional, like the length they’re 
supposed to be.”
 Currently Downing 
operates her business out 
of her home, with a small 
sewing machine for company 
and her culture as the driving 
force.
 “Making ribbon skirts 
just makes me so happy. At 
home I have my little radio 
going or my phone playing 
music and I’ll just be sewing 
barefoot because I can’t sew 
with shoes on. I can’t feel the 
peddle. It’s a really touchy 
thing,” she laughs.
 Her dresses can 
feature a variety of materials 
and ribbons, including glitter 
ribbon. She also offers the 
option to sew pockets in the 
skirts for customers, a feature 
inspired by her own desire for 
cultural wear with practical 
use.
 “I really wanted to 
put pockets in my own, so 
that’s really where it started 
with the pockets on my own 
skirts,” said Downing. “That’s 
the best, when you find out a 
skirt or dress has pockets!” 
 Sometimes her de-
signs are highly planned out 
by customers, while other 
times customers give her 
creative freedom to do as she 
likes. However, each skirt has 
her own touch.
 “I never try to copy 
anyone. I want this to be my 
own thing,” said Downing. 

“Even if someone sends me a pic-
ture of a skirt and they’re like, can 
do you this and I tell them, ‘I can 
do something like it, but I won’t do 
the exact same thing. That’s what 
that artist did and they put their 
own personal touches in it and I 
don’t want to be the same.’ I have 
friends who make ribbon skirts too 
and I feel like you can see their own 
touches in it. I want that for me.” 
 Prices for her ribbon skirts 
vary depending on material and 
rows of ribbon. Typically, infant sets 
are $25, while toddler skirts are $35 
and youth sizes are $45. An adult 
small is $65, a medium $70, large 
$75 and plus sizes are $85. Downing 
also offers “Mommy and Me” sets 
for $80 and up. Extras like pockets 
are $5, while lace overlays are an 
additional $15. 
 Shipping is also available 
and Downing also offers her cus-

tomers that make larger orders a 
flexible payment option to split 
payments up into two lump sums. 
Once payment is made in full, her 
skirts are shipped quickly.
 “I wanted to make some-
thing that showed me more and 
showed my culture more,” said 
Downing. “That’s why I started 
my ribbon skirts. Being able to 
express who I am through my 
culture is a blessing. My ancestors 
fought and died for me to do what 
I do today. I stay true to tradition, 
but I also bring in some of the 
newer ways of life for my skirts. 
I’m pretty sure my ancestors 
would be so proud of what I’ve 
created here.”
 For more information 
about The Sweetest Native, visit 
www.facebook.com/TheSweetest-
Native or on Instagram  
@TheSweetestNativeBrand.

“Sweetest Native” brings contemporary flair to traditional skirt
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

Keetoowah Krissa Downing models a design of her own making while 
also posing with a toddler and an adult ribbon skirt. Downing makes the 
skirts under her The Sweetest Native brand. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

TAHLEQUAH – When Mar-
cella Foreman was told she 
had been selected as one of 
two Tradition Keepers for the 
United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians in 2019, she 
immediately couldn’t help but 
think of her husband.
 “It’s a very big honor 
for me to be nominated. I just 
wished my husband was here 
to see everything,” she said. 
“He used to always say, ‘you 
need to let me nominate you.’ I 

told him no. I just feel good when 
somebody appreciates my work.”
 Foreman’s husband was 
the late Russell VanBuskirk, a 
Tradition Keeper himself that 
was recognized for his wood and 
antler carvings in 2008. 
 He was also a large part 
of Foreman’s inspiration to create 
her basketry and beadwork.
 “Me and my husband 
were together about 25 years, 
so me and him, we pushed each 
other to do these things,” she 

explains. “Both of us would sit 
together late in the evenings when 
the phone wasn’t ringing or nobody 
was over. That’s when I liked to do 
my work. After I lost him, I lost 
interest. It took me a while to go 
again.”
 Foreman has now been 
doing traditional crafts and sharing 
her knowledge with others for over 
40 years, both in her community at 
the Oaks Mission and as a former 
cultural presenter with the Chero-
kee Nation of Oklahoma.
 “The kids today, all they 
know is their phones and electron-
ics,” said Foreman. “I just wish more 
kids would get into this kind of stuff 
because there’s a lot of talented kids 
that just don’t have that push in 
their lives to keep them involved in 
cultural things like this.”
 Foreman has also taught her 
daughter how to craft and the Fore-
man family as a whole has strong 
roots in cultural crafting. 
 Foreman’s mother Joan is 
a 2012 Tradition Keeper nominat-
ed for beadwork and her late aunt 
Mary was a master basket maker 
with CNO. 
 “Basketmaking I learned 
from my aunt Mary. She’s passed 

on, but she was the one that 
taught me how to gather the hon-
eysuckle and it was a lot of work. 
I haven’t gathered any in a while,” 
Foreman said. “I just do tradi-
tional basketry and my daughter 
loves making the small ones. My 
mom, her favorite thing is bead-
ing keychains and lanyards.”
 Foreman can take special 
orders, but much of the time her 
works are based upon what she 
has on hand at the moment.
 “It’s been very therapeu-
tic for me in the late evenings 
when I can’t sleep. I like doing it 
when I want to do it, not having 
to take orders,” she said. “I also 
never know what pattern’s going 
to go on anything until I finish 
it because I just start. I’ll pick 
out colors that I want to use and 
then just go from there, unless it’s 
a special and they want certain 
things on it. I also love working 
with leather. That’s usually where 
I make my money because I en-
joy it.”
 Those interested in pur-
chasing Foreman’s beadwork or 
basketry can contact her at 918-
868-3273 or by visiting the John 
Hair Cultural Center and Museum.

Foreman finds familial comfort in crafting

UKB Tradition Keeper Marcella Foreman poses with a pair of leather 
and beaded infant booties that she designed herself. Her favorite 
craft projects are made with leather. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT
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TAHLEQUAH - The United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians will be offering $40 
Walmart Christmas cards to 
exclusive Keetoowah children 
0-18 years old beginning Dec. 
2 to Dec. 31 at 5 p.m. 
 To receive a Christmas 
card for your child, parents or 
guardians must present the 
child’s UKB membership card 
to the tribal secretary Joyce 
Hawk.
 If you do not have a 
membership card for your 
child, please contact Tribal 
Enrollment at 918-871-2797.  

 Christmas cards can 
be picked up at the Federal 
Programs Building located at 
18263 W. Keetoowah Circle in 
Tahlequah. 
 Hours for pickup are 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
 Cards will not be avail-
able for pickup on Dec. 23, 24 
and 25 in observance of the 
Christmas holiday. 
 If parents or guardians 
are unable to pick up their 
child’s card in person, each 
district representative is also 
authorized to do so. Members 
simply need to present the 
child’s membership card to 
the representative. 

 If needed, please see the 
district representative list below.

Canadian: Eddie Sacks
esacks@ukb-nsn.gov
918-822-1957

Cooweescoowee: Jeannie Tidwell
jtidwell@ukb-nsn.gov
405-822-4948

 Delaware: Adalene Smith
asmith@ukb-nsn.gov
918-353-5036

Flint: Frankie Still
fstill@ukb-nsn.gov
918-507-1822

UKB announces $40 children’s Christmas cards
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT Goingsnake: Sharon Benoit

sbenoit@ukb-nsn.gov
918-791-1023 

Illinois: Peggy Girty
pgirty@ukb-nsn.gov
918-457-7067

 Saline: Charles Smoke
csmoke@ukb-nsn.gov
918-457-7071

Sequoyah: Berry Dotson
bdotson@ukb-nsn.gov
918-315-8849

Tahlequah: Jeff Wacoche
jwacoche@ukb-nsn.gov
918-822-2191

TAHLEQUAH - The United 
Keetoowah Band has begun 
taking applications for its 
winter 2019 Elder Assistance  
Program.
  Assistance will be giv-
en in the form of $75 for ex-
clusive Keetoowah elders 55 
and older who have an up-
dated enrollment form and a 

completed Elder Assistance 
application. 
 Applications can be 
obtained by visiting any of 
our main or satellite tribal of-
fices, as well as by contacting 
your district representative or 
downloading the form online 
at www.ukb-nsn.gov/elder-
ly-assistance-program.
 Completed applica-
tions, as well as a completed 

W-9 form located on th web-
site, must be submitted in per-
son or by mail to UKB Tribal  
Enrollment at 18263 W.  
Keetoowah Circle in Tahlequah. 
 Faxed applications can 
also be accepted by sending it to 
918-414-4004. 
 Second disbursement 
is taking place from Dec. 2 to 
Dec. 18, with the exception of 
weekends and tribal holidays, 

$75 Elder Assistance Program to run until Dec. 18
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT and is for elders who were unaware 

or missed the first disbursement  
deadline in November.
 No applications will be  
accepted after Dec. 18. Second  
disbursement checks will be mailed 
Dec. 20.
 Elders who need assistance 
filling out the application or need a 
Keetoowah translator to complete 
the application can contact Tribal 
Enrollment at 918-871-2797.

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TAHLEQUAH – The United Kee-
toowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
Housing Department is accepting 
applications for its College  
Student Rental Assistance  
Program for the spring 2020 
semester beginning December 23, 
2019 through January 13, 2020.
 The program awards up 
to $2,000 per semester towards 
housing costs to exclusive UKB 
students taking at least 12  
semester hours at an accredited 
institution.
 Awards are operated on a 
first-come, first serve basis that is 

subject to the availability of funds. 
 It is currently only for 
students who live within the UKB’s 
nine-county jurisdiction, with 
members of other federally  
recognized tribes being assisted 
after all UKB members are served.
 The Housing Department 
increased its funding to $2,000 
per semester in fall 2018 and the 
funds can be used for either on or 
off-campus housing.
 “One of the reasons why 
we wanted to raise the limit up to 
$2,000 is because the cost of living 
is getting more expensive each year 
and some of our members go to 

bigger schools, which cost even 
more to live on campus,” said 
Charles Deason, UKB assistant 
housing director. “We are try-
ing to help our members with 
as much of that housing cost as 
we can.”
 The increase uses mon-
ies from the Native American 
Housing and Self-Determi-
nation Act and students must 
maintain a 2.0 GPA to remain 
eligible.
 Upon approval into the 
program, funds will be  
dispersed quickly and  
payments will made directly to 
the student’s college or  
university in one lump sum if 
they choose to live on campus 
for the semester.
 For students who reside 
off campus, monthly payments 
will be made directly to the 
landlord. If a student moves 
during the semester, the  
institute or landlord must 
return a prorated amount to 
the Housing Department.
 CSRAP funds can also 
be used by students who attend 
colleges or universities out of 

state.
 “We opened it up to 
schools nationwide,” said  
Deason. “Not all of our  
Keetoowah members go to 
school in Oklahoma, so this 
gives an opportunity for funding 
to our members who wish to go 
to a school out of state.”
 Students must submit a 
completed application with cop-
ies of their tribal membership 
card, social security card and 
driver’s license. Financial aid, 
income verification of all  
household members, a class 
schedule and an official  
transcript are also required to 
complete the application.
 Applicants who are 
re-applying for funding must 
provide a copy of their previous 
semester grades.
 Applicants who are 
living off campus will also need 
to supply tax returns, a property 
lease agreement and a W-9.
 For more information 
or to receive an application, 
visit the Housing Department at 
18263 W. Keetoowah Circle or 
call 918-871-2773.

UKB offers college housing assistance for spring 2020

The United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians Housing Department is 
offering housing assistance for full-time college students taking at least 
12 semester hours in spring 2020. TRISTA VAUGHN/GCN

TAHLEQUAH – The United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians Education Depart-
ment is taking applications 
for spring 2020 education  
assistance until Jan. 12, 2020 at 
5 p.m.
 Assistance is available 
for those seeking undergrad-
uate and graduate degrees, as 
well as those enrolled in voca-
tional programs.

 Applicants must be an 
exclusive Keetoowah mem-
bers for at least six months 
prior to applying and enrolled 
with an accredited university, 
college or vocational institu-
tion. 
 Undergraduate and 
graduate students enrolled in 
12 hours or more are eligible 
for $500 in assistance for the 
spring semester, while those 
taking less hours are eligible 
for $250.

 Vocational students may 
qualify for up to $1,000 per  
an entire academic year, with 
awards going towards the cost of 
tuition, required books, materi-
als and fees.
 Students cannot receive 
assistance for regular higher  
education and vocational studies 
in the same year.
 Funding is not currently 
available for students seeking a 
second masters or second doc-
torate degree.

Education assistance deadline Jan. 12
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT  Applicants must provide 

copies of their UKB tribal mem-
bership card, a copy of their CDIB, 
produce an official transcript and 
class schedule, as well as their  
Financial Aid Notification Award 
letter.
 All awards are based upon 
availability of funds and students 
must maintain a minimum 2.0 
GPA.
 For more information or to 
apply, contact UKB Education  Spe-
cialist Della Wolfe at 918-871-2788.
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Homes, continued from page 1

Keetoowah member Janie Taylor recieved the keys to her new 
home on Oct. 29. The home is two-beds, one bath and was 
made possible by the UKB Housing’s Replacement Home  
Program. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

Urban Development and its mis-
sion is to build cottage-like homes 
so low-income elders ages 62 and 
older can become homeowners. 
  The UKB Housing Com-
mittee capped payments for the 
homes at a maximum of $50 a 
month, while the tribe will cover 
taxes and insurance for the note’s 
10-year duration. If an elder has 
made all payments satisfactorily 
at the end of the note, the home 
will transfer to the elder free and 
clear.
 Foreman’s home is ap-
proximately 700-square-feet, 
though homes in the program can 
range from 500 to 1,000 square 
feet. Each home also sits on a 
permanent foundation and comes 
with appliances. 
 To be eligible for the 
program, applicants presently 
must occupy, as his/her principal 
residence, real estate that does not 
meet the definition of a stan-
dard home” and meet minimum 
income requirements set forth by 
HUD.
  A point system is then 
used to prioritize applicants. More 
points are given if an elder is a 

full blood, a veteran or an exclusive 
Keetoowah member. All applica-
tions are given to the UKB Housing 
Committee for review.
 Through the Elder Home 
Cottage Program, Foreman was 
even able to pick out the flooring 
and wall colors of his new one-bed-
room, one-bath home. 
 Several Keetoowah members 
and employees also came together 
to help him settle in with donations 
of dishes, a microwave, a dinette 
table, a recliner and a rocking chair 
for his new front porch.
 The second home presenta-
tion of the day was for Keetoowah 
member Janie Taylor, who received 
a new home through the tribe’s 
Housing Replacement Program.
 “I thank God and hope he 
blesses each and every person who 
had anything to do with this,” said 
Taylor. “I love all of you for making 
this possible. I’ve waited so long for 
this, you would not believe. My one 
dream before I died was to have a 
good home and I’ve been dreaming 
since I was 30.”
 Taylor qualified for the 
tribe’s Replacement Home Pro-
gram after her home failed to meet 

the standards of the Housing 
Department’s Rehabilitation 
Program.
 “We go out and assess a 
tribal member’s home for safe, 
secure, sanitary conditions. If 
it exceeds a dollar amount that 
the tribe would put into the 
house, it would fall into our 
Replacement Home category,” 
said Charles Deason, UKB 

Housing assistant director.
 Taylor’s home features 
two-bedrooms and one-bath-
room, as well as appliances.
 For more information 
on each program or to submit 
an application for the waiting 
list, Keetoowahs can contact 
UKB at 918-871-2800 and ask 
to speak with someone in the 
UKB Housing Department.

Voices Against Violence honors domestic violence survivors, Ross

Keetoowah tribal member Jimmie Ross, left, and United Keetoowah 
Band Health and Human Services Director Jennifer Cole-Robinson 
took a picture together after Ross was presented with the first  
Jimmie Ross Outstanding Legacy Award. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TAHLEQUAH – Several Kee-
toowahs and members of the 
public came together on Oct. 24 
for Voices Against Violence, an 
event that highlighted the com-
plexities of domestic violence 
and gave the audience a chance 
to hear from domestic violence 
survivor Jimmie Ross.
 UKB Health and Hu-
man Services hosted the 
event, with Director Jennifer 
Cole-Robinson organizing all 
activities and providing book-
lets with information on the cy-
cle of violence, the power con-
trol wheel and safety planning.
 Cole-Robinson ac-
knowledged leaving a domestic 
violence situation is a process 
that often takes an average of 
seven times to break the cycle.
 “The most common 
question I get is, ‘why do they 
stay? We have shelters. We have 
the Family Violence Prevention 
Program at UKB. Often, one of 
the most dangerous times for 
a domestic violence victim is 
when they’re leaving,” she said. 
“Sometimes, it’s just because 

they love that person. Good, bad, 
ugly, there is a love there. You can’t 
turn off love... They need to grieve 
that relationship and we don’t 
need to shame them.”
 Cole-Robinson also high-
lighted the higher rates of domes-
tic violence in Indian Country.
 According to Cole-Rob-
inson, over 84 percent of Native 
American and Alaskan women 
experience some sort of violence 
in their lifetime. For those who 
live on reservations, the murder 
rate is 10 times higher than the 
national average.
 More than 60 percent of 
Native American and Alaskan 
women also experience psycho-
logical abuse, while their children 
can develop post-traumatic stress 
disorder at the same rate as com-
bat veterans that have served in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 
  Though there are 566 fed-
erally recognized tribes in the 
U.S., only 26 shelters nationwide 
exist that provide culturally spe-
cific services for Native American 
and Alaskan survivors.
 At UKB, Keetoowahs and 
the public both have access to the 
UKB Family Violence Project. 

 “We offer court accompa-
niment if they want to seek a pro-
tective order. We tell them about 
several things they need to start 
to gather,” said Cole-Robinson. “If 
you can, start setting aside a little 
bit of money so that you can have 
some other money to live on as 
part of an emergency fund. Devel-
op a safety plan with your family, 
so when you decide to leave, your 
family knows you’re safe.” 
 Other services covered 
under the UKB Family Violence 
Project include gas vouchers to go 
to counseling, deposits for hous-
ing and referrals for shelter stays
 Cole-Robinson is no 
stranger to working with survivors 
in shelters, which is where she first 
met Keetoowah and domestic vio-
lence survivor Jimmie Ross.
Ross, who has told her story to 
several outlets including Amnesty 
International and The New York 
Times, first met her abuser as a 
teenager and was with him for over 
two decades before finally leaving. 
 During her presentation 
Ross also shared her own experi-
ence of how her abuser would use 
the threat of violence against their 
daughters or others as a way to 
control her from leaving.
 “One of the most danger-
ous times for a domestic violence 
victim is when they’re leaving,” she 
said. “(My family) would hide in 
the woods. We’d run. Nobody re-
ally wanted us because they were 
afraid of him. He would embarrass 
me and come into people’s houses 
and drag me out. Most of the time 
I would just go with him because I 
didn’t want him to hurt anybody.”
 Ross detailed several 
events she had experienced as a 
victim of domestic violence in-
cluding being burned, punched, 
drugged and sexually assaulted. 
 “He told me, ‘look at 
the sun one more time, because 
you’re never going to see it again. 
You’re going to die today,’” she 

said. “Where could I run? He had 
a body bag and he said, ‘I bought 
this for you.’”
 When Ross finally broke 
the cycle and took shelter with her 
daughters at Help in Crisis in Tah-
lequah, she ended up staying for 
more than a year and a half while 
she recovered from her physical 
and emotional injuries. 
 “It took me a while to heal. 
I learned how to trust. When I 
found out I could really trust those 
women, I just vomited it out and it 
felt good. I’m doing good and my 
girls are doing good. I’m a survi-
vor,” she said.
 In honor of Jimmie’s cour-
age and her advocacy for other do-
mestic violence victims and sur-
vivors, Cole-Robinson surprised 
Jimmie with an award that now 
carries her name.
 “Jimmie is a proud Kee-
toowah and I want to honor her 
for everything she’s gone through 
and what she is doing for our peo-
ple. Assistant to the Chief Travis 
Wolfe and I went to our secretary 
and told her, ‘we want to put to-
gether an annual award and the 
first recipient will be Jimmie,” said 
Cole-Robinson. “Tonight, I am 
giving Jimmie Ross a certificate. 
It is the Jimmie Ross Outstanding 
Legacy Award. Jimmie Ross is re-
ceiving this award for her unyield-
ing spirit, passion and outstanding 
work as a domestic violence advo-
cate and survivor. In the future, 
the recipient of this award should 
be a stalwart member of the Unit-
ed Keetoowah Band and has 
demonstrated outstanding deeds 
in representing their tribe based 
upon dedication, outreach and ex-
cellence in their particular field or 
cause.”
 If you or someone you 
know is a victim of domes-
tic violence, please contact the 
UKB Family Violence Program 
for support and resources at  
918-871-2830.


