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UKB has new schedule through August 1 
The new schedule will see many of the 
UKB departments operating on a Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday schedule. See Page 5

Election Day set for November 2, 2020 
The 2020 UKB Election Board has been 
sworn in and Election Day for all officers 
and district representatives is set. See Page 5

Supreme Court lets 76 acre land in trust stand

TAHLEQUAH – The Supreme 
Court of the United States is-
sued its decision June 22 to deny 
hearing the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma’s writ of certiorari, 
or a request for a case review, 
in a ruling that granted 76 acres 
of land in trust in Tahlequah to 
the United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians.
 “Speaking as a tribal 
member, this is a monumental 
day for the United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians,” 
said Chief Joe Bunch. “We had 
our highest courts in the land 
rule that we have the right to 

land in trust. Keetoowahs can 
now rest assured that with 
this ruling, the Cherokee Na-
tion of Oklahoma cannot fight 
us or hamper our efforts for 
growth any longer. This will be 
the economic catalyst for our 
tribe moving forward in all fac-
ets of government and justice 
prevailed in this long overdue 
fight. I thank all our attorneys 
including Klint Cowan, Mike 
Rosette, Christina Vaughn, Jim 
McMillan and Arvi Kupfler. 
Additionally, I want to thank all 
the former chiefs for their cour-
age in this fight, as well as the 

Council approves 
additional  
impeachment 
remedies for 
chief, allots 
CARES Act funds

TAHLEQUAH – The United Kee-
toowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Council voted June 6 to approve 
additional impeachment remedies 
upon Chief Joe Bunch and allotted 
a large portion of its $24 million in 
CARES Act funds during its regular 
monthly meeting.
  Sequoyah County District 
Representative Barry Dotson made a 
motion during the meeting to approve 
an addendum to the impeachment 
remedies imposed upon Chief Joe 
Bunch, who was impeached on five 
counts during a hearing held January 
7, 2020.
  Under the definition of the 
UKB Impeachment Code, “impeach-
ment” means: “A proceeding against a 
public officer before a body, instituted 
by a written accusation called ‘articles 
of impeachment’.” 
  Remedies proposed at the time 
for Bunch included removal from of-
fice, but Council elected to only issue 

UKB Chief Joe Bunch, left, and Acting Regional Director of the Eastern Oklahoma Region 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Jessie Durham, right, signed the tribe’s land deed on Dec. 5, 2019. 
BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN
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Council for their work and the 
Department of the Interior and 
former Secretary Larry Echo-
hawk for their belief in us and 
what is right.”
 The UKB purchased its 
76 acres of land in Tahlequah 
in 2000 and developed it for 
several uses including commu-
nity services, cultural grounds 
and an elder center. In 2004, 
the tribe submitted its applica-
tion to take the land into trust, 
which was approved by the De-
partment of the Interior’s Bu-

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

Tribe distributes COVID-19 relief payments, July 10th last day
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TAHLEQUAH - The United Kee-
toowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
began distributing its COVID-19 
relief payment to exclusive Kee-
toowah members on June 19 via 
mail and in-person pick up.
 “I am happy to announce 
the United Keetoowah Band Coun-
cil has received funding from the 
CARES Act in the amount of $24 
million, and in doing so, have now 
passed legislation to give current 
exclusive tribal members an emer-
gency relief payment to offset the 
costs of COVID-19, or the Corona-
virus,” said Chief Joe Bunch. “The 
remainder of our CARES funds will 

See Land in Trust, page 3

A United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians tribal member is seen picking up their 
COVID-19 relief payment at the UKB Peace Pavilion on June 19, 2020. Checks could be picked 
up in person or mailed to exclusive Keetoowah members. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCNSee Payment, page 3

See Reprimands, page 4
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River Brewhouse to open this summer 
The River Brewhouse is getting its final 
touches and will be ready for the public by 
the end of summer 2020. See Page 6
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Dear Tribal Members,  
Employees and Partners,

 There has been a lot go-
ing on since our last publication. 
 I’ll begin with a question: 
Have you been counted? Please 
understand the importance of 
registering and filling out the 
2020 census application. You 
can go on-line or you should 
have received an application in 
the mail. It is important because 
the federal government uses the 
census to plan and allocate funds 
for clinics, roads, schools and 
tribal governments. The results 
determine how many seats in 
Congress each state gets.  
 It’s mandated by the U.S. 
Constitution in Article 1, Section 
2, that the U.S. has counted its 
population every 10 years since 
1790. If you are the head of 
household, please list the United 
Keetoowah Band for tribal affili-
ation. We need UKB members to 
be counted for census purposes. 
If you don’t have a census appli-
cation, please call 918-871-2800 
and we will get one to you.
 Mid-March I declared a 
tribal emergency due to the Coro-
navirus, or COVID-19. Since that 
time, the spread of the virus has 
increased and it has yet to peak. 
Health officials are stating a sec-
ond wave is on the horizon. Early 
on, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the World 
Health Organization suggested in 
order to keep the mortality rate 

at a low curve, we must prac-
tice good hygiene. This includes 
washing our hands for 20 seconds, 
using sanitizer if soap and water 
is not available, practicing social 
distancing and staying at least 6 
feet from each other and wearing 
face masks. It is also recommend-
ed to shelter in place, meaning if 
you didn’t need to go to a medical 
appointment, go for groceries, etc., 
then not to go out. 
 Our office hours changed 
as well. As a precaution for the 
safety of employees and tribal 
members, we have closed the lob-
by until further notice. We operate 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day for much of our services. This 
schedule will continue throughout 
July 31, 2020.  Our Henry Lee 
Doublehead Child Development 
Center is the only building operat-
ing full-time. Please stay safe and 
keep others safe as well.
 On June 17, 2020  the Fed-
eral Register announced the Model 
Tribal Gaming Compact between 
the United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma and 
the State of Oklahoma (Compact), 
and the Extension of State-Tribal 
Gaming Compact between the 
State of Oklahoma and the Unit-
ed Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians in Oklahoma (Extension), 
are taking effect. This is great 
news! We are just beginning to 
review when and where to plan 
gaming, but please understand this 
is very early stages.    
 On June 19, 2020 we also 
began issuing CARES Act grants 
to exclusive Keetoowah tribal 
members. It was a grand event! 
This was a great feeling. I thank 
all those involved for making this 
happen including Accounting, 
Enrollment and Health and Human 
Services, as well as the Council 

who voted 8-4 for the grants.
 On Monday June 22, 2020, 
at about 9:30 a.m., the Council  
received notice that the U.S. Su-
preme Court Case 19-937, Cher-
okee Nation V. Bernhardt, Sec. of 
Interior, et. al, had its certiorari 
denied. 
 This was a monumental 
event, as the Supreme Court denied 
Cherokee Nation a hearing on the 
76 acres of land in trust case. CNO 
can’t appeal this land in trust deci-
sion anywhere else. It is over.
 Prior to the 76 acres  
decision, I was contacted by House 
Representative Mark Wayne Mull-
ins and he informed me of his intro-
duction of a bill to congress and the 
Indian affairs commission to change 
the 1999 appropriations bill, which 
is the bill that gave the UKB land in 
trust. It reads, “to consult with CNO 
for land in trust.” 
 Representative Mullins 
wants to change the bill to read, 
“CNO consent.” This means if it 
passes, we will have to have per-
mission, as well as any other fed-
erally recognized tribe, for land 
in trust in the original Cherokee 
jurisdiction. We know CNO will 
never give the UKB permission for 
any other land in trust if this hap-
pens. The 2.03 acres casino proper-
ty would directly be in jeopardy if 
this passes. CNO has stated we are 
“competition,” but I can’t imagine 
that. CNO has nine other casino 
properties.
 I ask for your prayers 
for those who lost loved ones to 
COVID-19, for our officers and 
Council. Pray we can work together 
for our Keetoowah future. My door 
is always open and may the Creator 
bless and comfort all United  
Keetoowah Band Members!
 Dodagohvi!
 Chief Bunch
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Adalene Smith
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Chief Joe Bunch    
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Siyo from your editor!
 I want to welcome back all 
of our faithful readers and possi-
bly say, “Siyo!” for the first time to 
some new ones. Maybe you even 
used to get the paper before, but 
haven’t in some time.
 If you’re wondering how 
this lovely little newspaper even got 
into your mailbox, it’s more than 
likely because you updated your 
address with our Enrollment Office 
for your COVID-19 payment.
 I am happy to have you 
along on this journey with me! For 
those unaware, The Giduwa Cher-
okee News is the only official news 
pulication for the United Kee-
toowah Band of Cherokee Indians.

 The Giduwa Cherokee 
News strives to bring you fair  
coverage of your tribe, both for the 
good and the bad. 
 This is especially important 
in light of the upcoming election 
season. I encourage each eligible 
Keetoowah to exercise your right 
to vote come November 2. I’m not  
going to tell you who to vote for, 
only that you need to vote!
 As this is also a re-introduc-
tion, I want my readers to know that 
I love when tribal members reach 
out with story ideas or suggestions. 
While I am only one person, I want 
to cover news that matters to you 
in our communitites as well. Please 
feel free to use the information list-
ed underneath my photo to get in 
contact with me if you have a story 
idea.  
 Lastly, please take care of 
yourselves amid COVID-19, espe-
cially if you are an elder. I always 
say that when an elder passes, it is 
like a library burning to nothing. 
We lose so much and we need you 
here, so please practice safe hygiene 
and be mindful of social distancing. 
I want all my readers to be here to 
read the next issue in October. 
 Wado! 
 Brittney

“Siyo” from your editor!

Brittney Bennett
Giduwa Cherokee News Editor
bbennett@ukb-nsn.gov 
918-871-2756

Flint
Frankie Still

(918) 507-1822

Goingsnake 
Sharon Benoit
(918) 791-1023
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reau of Indian Affairs in 2011.
 CNO filed a lawsuit 
against the BIA in response. 
Cherokee Nation v. Zinke, et al., 
now known as Cherokee Nation 
v. Bernhardt, Sec. of Interior, et 
al., alleged that the BIA violated 
treaties between CNO and the 
U.S. government.
 Judge Ronald A. White 
of the Northern District Court 
of Oklahoma in Tulsa heard the 
case on May 31, 2017 and ruled 
in CNO’s favor, but on Dec. 1, 
2017 the U.S. Department of 
Justice attorneys filed an appeal 
of White’s decision.
 The Tenth Circuit heard 
the case on May 16, 2018 and 
issued its decision on Sept. 5, 
2019. It granted the UKB’s 76-
acre land in trust application, 
overturning the previous de-
cision. A CNO request also 
asking the Tenth Circuit to  
re-examine its decision was  
denied on November 8, 2019.
  CNO petitioned the Su-
preme Court, the highest court 
in the federal judiciary system, 
on January 23, 2020, with a 
writ of certiorari to determine 
whether the Tenth Circuit “cor-
rectly held that the Secretary of 
the Interior did not exceed his 
statutory authority” by taking 
the land into trust.
 “The United States has 
never required a tribe to allow 
another tribe to assert sov-
ereignty within its sovereign 
boundaries without its consent. 
This breathtaking outcome is 
an important and unprecedent-
ed infringement on the Nation’s 
sovereign rights, guaranteed to 
result in years of conflict and 
litigation, and thus worthy of 
immediate review,” states the 
writ. 
 Solicitor General Noel 
J. Francisco, Assistant Attor-
ney General Jeffrey Bossert 
Clark and Attorney William B. 
Lazarus did not agree, writing 
in a May 2020 brief that the writ 
of certiorari “should be denied.”
 CNO’s writ asked the 
Supreme Court to re-examine 
if the BIA secretary was allowed 

to grant land in trust to UKB. 
 The Secretary of the In-
terior is authorized to acquire 
land into trust “for the purpose 
of providing land for Indians” 
under the Indian Reorganization 
Act of 1934. At the time, “Indi-
an” in the Act was defined as “all 
persons of Indian descent who 
are members of any recognized 
Indian tribe now under Federal 
jurisdiction...” 
 This legislation excluded 
many tribes located in Oklaho-
ma, leading to the creation of the 
Oklahoma Indian Welfare Act of 
1936. 
 OIWA became an exten-
sion of IRA legislation and in 
Section 3 states “any recognized 
tribe residing within Oklahoma 
may receive a charter of incor-
poration from the Secretary of 
Interior, and shall have the right 
to self-determination, including 
the right to make their own by-
laws.” Additionally, Section 3 of 
the OIWA authorizes the Secre-
tary to “issue to any such orga-
nized group a charter of incorpo-
ration” that “convey(s) the right 
to enjoy any rights or privileges 
secured to an organized Indian 
tribe under the (IRA).”
 This includes the right to 
land in trust.
 Congress recognized 
the UKB under OIWA in 1946,  
retroactively under the terms of 
OIWA.
 CNO argued in its writ 
that the IRA’s definition of “In-
dian” applies only to tribes un-
der federal jurisdiction in 1934 
and that IRA trust land acquisi-
tions are “only for the benefit of 
tribes under federal jurisdiction 
in 1934.” As such, this right does 
not exist to tribes later recog-
nized under OIWA, like UKB.
 The Tenth Circuit dis-
agreed, writing that the BIA was 
“not required” to consider if 
UKB met the IRA’s definition of 
“Indian.” Instead, since the UKB 
is a “recognized tribe or band of 
Indians residing in Oklahoma” 
incorporated under OIWA, the 
BIA “properly concluded that 
statutory authority exists for the 

Secretary to take the Subject Parcel 
into trust for the UKB Corpora-
tion.” 
 The solicitor general and 
his team asserted that OIWA “does 
not define ‘Indian’ or cross-refer-
ence the IRA’s definition of that 
term.”
 “Nothing requires reading 
the OIWA’s Oklahoma-specific 
language to incorporate the IRA’s 
more general limitation on the 
definition of “Indian” for purpos-
es of that Act,” the brief states. “As 
the court of appeals correctly ex-
plained, however, Section 3’s appli-
cation to ‘(a)ny recognized tribe or 
band of Indians residing in Okla-
homa,’ makes clear that the OIWA 
‘expand(s) the Secretary’s authority 
to particular Indian tribes not nec-
essarily encompassed within the 
definitions of ‘Indian’ set forth in 
(the IRA).’”
 CNO also argued that the 
BIA secretary’s actions of taking 
land into trust for UKB violated 
its 1866, Article 26 treaty rights 
by “abrogating the Nation’s treaty 
rights to sovereignty and quiet pos-
session of its reservation lands and 
the specifically-negotiated treaty 
terms under which other tribes 
might enter Cherokee territory.”
 The Tenth Circuit held that 
the U.S. guarantee to protect the 
Cherokee Nation “against hostil-
ities of other tribes” did not give 
CNO “power to veto” the BIA’s land 
in trust acquisition for the UKB. 
The court also noted that the or-
dinary meaning of “hostility” was 
“the practice of an open enemy; 
opposition in war; war; warfare.” 
 The solicitor general and 
his team were in agreement.
 “In that context, ‘the Trea-
ty would have been understood 
to protect (the Cherokee) Nation 
from warlike aggression—not from 
a successful land-into-trust appli-
cation,” states the brief. 
 The solicitor general’s brief 
also concludes the matter by add-
ing: “In addition, both petitioner 
and UKB trace their lineage to the 
historical Cherokee Nation that en-
tered into the 1866 Treaty, and both 
accordingly point to the Treaty as a 
source of their authority. Thus, an 

Land in Trust, continued from page 1
acquisition into trust on behalf of 
UKB does not violate a guarantee 
in the Treaty to protect ‘the Chero-
kee nation’ from hostilities of ‘other 
tribes.’”
 The brief also examines 
CNO’s writ argument that the BIA 
secretary failed to adhere to a Con-
gressional 1992 Appropriations Act 
that states “until such time as leg-
islation is enacted to the contrary, 
(no) funds (shall) be used to take 
land into trust within the boundar-
ies of the original Cherokee terri-
tory in Oklahoma without the con-
sent of the Cherokee Nation.” 
 In their ruling, Tenth Cir-
cuit judges cited a 1999 Appro-
priations Act by Congress that 
amended the “consent” language to 
now state “no funds shall be used 
to take land into trust within the 
boundaries of the original Chero-
kee territory in Oklahoma without 
consultation.” While the judges ad-
mitted that the 1999 Act “does not 
specifically state that it overrides” 
the BIA’s trust regulation, “when a 
statute and a regulation are in con-
flict, the statute renders the regula-
tion which is in conflict with it void 
and unenforceable.’” 
 The solicitor general and 
his team wrote the Tenth Circuit 
upheld BIA regulations by correct-
ly determining the 1999 Appropri-
ations Act statute “overrides” the 
1992 BIA regulation. As such, “the 
court of appeals also correctly held 
that petitioner’s consent was not 
required before the Secretary could 
take the UKB parcel into trust.”
  UKB officials and officials 
with the Eastern Oklahoma Region 
Bureau of Indian Affairs met Dec. 
5, 2019 to sign the official land deed 
granting the tribe its land in trust. 
The deed guarantees that the 76 
acres is now “forever free, clear and 
discharged of and from all former 
grants, charges, taxes, judgments, 
mortgages, and other liens and en-
cumbrances of whatsoever nature.”
 The case does not include 
the 2.03 acres of land near Walmart 
in Tahlequah that the UKB has also 
attempted to take into trust. The 
site was the old Keetoowah Cher-
okee Casino and that case is still 
pending litigation. 

Payment, continued from page 1
be used for programs and gov-
ernmental development costs re-
lated to COVID-19.”
 The one-time COVID-19 
relief payment is for all exclu-
sively enrolled Keetoowah tribal 
members that do not hold mem-
bership with another tribe as of 
May 16, 2020. 
 Every adult 18-years-
old and over will receive 
$1,500, while exclusive Kee-
toowah youth 17-years-old and  
younger will receive $500 each. 
 Eligible tribal members 
who have not yet completed this 
process are encouraged to visit 
the UKB website at www.ukb-
nsn.gov/covid-19-payment to 
view all steps necessary to com-
plete the paperwork.
 Keetoowahs are encour-
aged to first determine if they 
are eligible by checking their ex-
clusive membership status with 
the UKB Enrollment Office on 

Tuesday, Wednesday or Thurs-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Inquiries can be made by call-
ing Registrar Amanda Stopp at 
918-871-2797 or Secretary Joyce 
Hawk at 918-871-2767. 
 Checks will not be given 
to Keetoowahs who are found to 
be dual enrolled with UKB and 
another tribe simultaneously. 
Most commonly, dual enrolled 
members are affiliated with the 
other two federally recognized 
Cherokee tribes; the Eastern 
Band of Cherokee Indians or the 
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma.
 Once a member deter-
mines if they are eligible, they 
must have updated contact in-
formation with our Enrollment 
Office, including any address or 
name changes. This can be done 
with the information provided 
previously.  
 Keetoowahs that will 
need to make changes must fill 

out an Update Form that can be 
found online, by visiting our build-
ing, requesting the form be sent via 
mail, or by visiting with your dis-
trict representative.
 To return this form, please 
do one of the following: Drop it 
off at the front of our Federal Pro-
grams Building in Tahlequah in our 
secure lockbox; return by fax to our 
Enrollment Office at 918-414-4000; 
scan completed form and attach 
via email to astopp@ukb-nsn.gov 
or jfourkiller@ukb-nsn.gov; return 
by mail to P.O. Box 746 Tahlequah, 
OK 74464 ATTN: Enrollment; or 
deliver it to your district represen-
tative. 
 Keetoowahs who know 
they have updated information do 
not need to contact us. 
 A composite form and W-9 
will also need to be filled out. It 
can be found online by visiting our 
building, requesting the form be 
sent via mail, or by visiting with 

your district representative. On 
the composite form, please note if 
you would like your check mailed 
or picked up.
 To return this form, 
please use one of the following  
options: Drop it off at the front 
of our Federal Programs Building 
in Tahlequah in our secure lock-
box; return by fax to our Enroll-
ment Office at 918-414-4000; scan 
completed form and attach via 
email to astopp@ukb-nsn.gov or  
jfourkiller@ukb-nsn.gov; return 
by mail to P.O. Box 746 Tahlequah, 
OK 74464 ATTN: Enrollment; or 
deliver it to your district represen-
tative.
 For tribal members who 
have missed the June disbursement 
dates, the last opportunity for mail 
or pick up of checks will be July 10.
 For more information, visit 
www.ukb-nsn.gov/covid-19-pay-
ment or call 918-871-2797 during 
business hours.
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Council approves COVID-19 payments, leaves Tri-council

an official censure letter, or 
reprimand, before the meeting 
concluded. 
  Bunch filed an appeal 
of the charges with the UKB 
Courts that is still pending and 
has since continued to serve in 
his official capacity as chief of 
the UKB.
  However, at the June 
6 meeting Dotson read a  
letter that proposed additional  
remedies.
  “At a dually called 
Council meeting on June 6, 
2020, Council by motion has 
voted to impose the following 
remedies on the chief for his 
impeachment on five counts. 
If passed by council this ad-
dendum will become part of 
the official censure of Chief Joe 
Bunch, will take effect immedi-
ately and will be effective until 
the winner of the next election 
for chief is sworn into office or 
until Council rescinds this ad-
dendum, whichever is earlier,” 
Dotson read. “If this addendum 
is approved by Council, the ad-
ditional remedies for impeach-
ment shall be: The chief shall 
have no supervision authority 
over any employees. The chief 
shall have no CEO powers. The 
chief shall be removed as a sig-
natory from the band’s bank 
account. The chief shall refrain 
from any travel on behalf of the 
UKB. If the chief violates any of 
these remedies, he shall resign 
effective immediately.” 
  The tribe’s Attorney 
General Klint Cowan clarified 
that Dotson’s letter was “iden-

tical” to what Councilors drafted 
after discussion in February.
  “Some council members 
wanted to add certain things to 
the punishment of the chief af-
ter the impeachment had already 
happened. In response to that, I 
had prepared this in February. 
The Council didn’t want to move 
forward with it, so this is the same 
as what we had in February,” ex-
plained Cowan. “These would 
be additional punishments in 
addition to what you decided at 
the impeachment hearing when 
you decided to only censure the 
chief…”
 Cowan also noted that 
Bunch’s appeal of the impeach-
ment charges is still awaiting 
judgement by the UKB Courts.
  “I imagine the chief ’s law-
suit is still pending with the judge 
and if you do this, he’ll probably 
take it to the court and try to undo 
it because you’ve already passed 
some remedies at the impeach-
ment hearing,” said Cowan. “He 
has gone to court, but the judge 
still has it under advisement. I 
believe chief ’s attorney filed some 
motions, but to my knowledge 
they haven’t been ruled on yet. It 
could go to court, but Council is 
the supreme governing body and 
so if Council decided to do it, I 
would defend the Council’s deci-
sion in the court.”
  Dotson’s motion was then 
given a second by Treasurer Ella 
Mae Worley and passed by a vote 
of 8-3-1. 
 In addition to Worley 
and Dotson, Assistant Chief Ja-
mie Thompson and Councilors 

Frankie Still, Jeannie Tidwell, Sha-
ron Benoit, Adalene Smith and 
Peggy Girty all voted in favor. 
 Councilors Eddie 
Sacks, Charles Smoke and Jeff  
Wacoche voted against, while Sec-
retary Joyce Hawk voted to abstain. 
 Unless reversed by Coun-
cil or the UKB Courts, the legis-
lation will remain in place until 
the next chief ’s election is held on  
November 2, 2020.
 “The Council is the  
supreme governing authority of 
the tribe. The Council therefore 
likely has the authority to do this, 
but Chief Bunch may challenge the 
decision in tribal court,” said Cow-
an via email. “The motion does 
not conflict with anything in the 
current appeal of the Chief ’s im-
peachment because the judge has 
not made any substantive rulings 
in that case.”
 Bunch has indicated he will 
be challenging the June 6 decision 
in an appeal that was not heard as 
of press time..
 “The Council has chosen to 
act illegally and outside the UKB 
Constitution by changing the out-
come of the hearing months after 
it was completed,” said Bunch via 
email. “We will be filing a petition 
for injunctive relief later this week.”
 During the meeting Coun-
cilors also unanimously passed a 
resolution allotting a large portion 
of its $24 million in CARES Act 
funds.
  Funds have been allotted as 
follows: $5 million to Housing for 
“rehabilitation;” $5 million in di-
rect COVID-19 relief payments to 
tribal members; $5 million for the 

construction of pandemic related 
buildings; $3 million to Education; 
and $50,000 to Health and Human 
Services for direct emergency aid 
to tribal members.
  Councilors did not elab-
orate on how the funds would be 
broken down and spent by each 
individual department, or how the 
remainder of the tribe’s CARES 
Act funds would be spent.
  In other business,  
Councilors voted to:
  Begin advertising for the 
position of executive director of 
tribal operations (EDTO) and 
bypass requirements for internal 
posting of the position to expedite 
the process;
  Begin advertising for the 
position of a COVID-19 related 
procurement specialist/purchasing 
agent externally for five days;
  Voted to engage with Okla-
homa accounting firm Finley & 
Cook for COVID-19 consulting 
and comptroller services;
  Tabled reports from En-
rollment, the Tax Commission, the 
Corporate Board until next month;
  and voted to allow Envi-
ronmental Director Whitney War-
rior to apply for an Urban Agricul-
ture and Innovation Production 
Grant and to apply for Tribal His-
toric Preservation status with the 
National Parks Service and State of 
Oklahoma.
  The next regularly sched-
uled Tribal Council meeting was 
set for Saturday, July 11 at the UKB 
Wellness Center. Masks will again 
be required for all attendees and 
given to those who do not have 
masks on hand.

Reprimands, continued from Page 1
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TAHLEQUAH - The United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians Tribal Council voted 
to distribute COVID-19 relief 
payments to exclusive Kee-
toowahs and elected out of par-
ticipating in the annual Cher-
okee Tri-Council meeting for 
an “indefinite” length of time 
during a special meeting held 
May 16.
 UKB received $24 
million in CARES Act funds 
from the U.S. government for 
COVID-19 relief, prompting 
discussion on how to meet the 
needs of tribal members affect-
ed by the pandemic.
 After much discussion, 
Councilors introduced and 
eventually voted 8-4 in favor of 
COVID-19 relief payments in 
the amount of $1,500 to exclu-
sive UKB members 18 years old 
and above and $500 to excusive 
children 0 to 17 years old.
 “(The funds) would go 
directly to what (Keetoowahs) 
have been affected by. What 
more relief could you receive,” 
asked Jeff Wacoche, Tahlequah 
District Representative. “Our 
people haven’t received any 
thing from us in a long time. “
 Secretary Joyce Hawk 
suggested making the eco-
nomic package for exclusive 
Keetoowahs “that have hung 
in through the long haul,” to 
which Councilors agreed,” and 

using the funds as an opportuni-
ty to update Enrollment informa-
tion for members. 
 “A good way to get updat-
ed addresses and stuff to come in 
at this time would be to prepare 
a economic package to those 18 
and older, but the requirements 
would be that you have to come 
in and update your information 
and stuff with Enrollment before 
your check is sent,” said Hawk.
 Hawk, Assistant Chief 
Jamie Thompson, Treasurer Ella 
Mae Worley and Councilors Ed-
die Sacks, Frankie Still, Charles 
Smoke, Barry Dotson and Waco-
che all voted in favor. Councilors 
Jeannie Tidwell, Sharon Benoit, 
Adalene Smith and Peggy Girty 
voted no. 
 Girty called the decision 
a “knee-jerk thing” and asked 
for councilors to come together 
again on May 30 to discuss de-
tails. 
 Tidwell agreed that there 
was a lack of  planning. 
 “The reason that I say no 
is because I think there’s a bet-
ter way to do things with better 
understanding and know exactly 
how we’re going to disburse this.”
 Councilors also discussed 
withdrawing participation in 
Cherokee Tri-Council, an annu-
al meeting between the UKB, the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans and the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma to discuss issues af-
fecting all three federally recog-

nized Cherokee tribes. 
 Thompson made the mo-
tion to withdraw UKB’s participa-
tion in Tri-Council “forever” and 
was seconded by Tidwell, before 
clarifying he wanted the language 
to read “indefinite.” 
 “I’d rather have my ene-
mies close to me,” said Bunch, be-
fore asking Council if they could 
remove the language from “indef-
inite,” to instead read because of 
“the Coronavirus.”
 Thompson declined. “Over 
the years they’ve brought a lot of 
financial harm to the Keetoowah 
people,” he said.
 Thompson cited CNO hav-
ing performed actions that led to 
the loss of UKB smoke shops and a 
court system with an Indian Child 
Welfare office that has “disrupted 
many, many Cherokee families in 
this area right here” as reasons for 
withdrawing participation.
 “We’re setting an example 
here for the people coming behind 
us,” he said.
 Councilors voted 7-5 to 
withdraw participation in the 
event, with Tidwell, Worley, Smith, 
Still, Girty, Thompson and Dotson 
voting yes. Sacks, Benoit, Hawk, 
Smoke and Wacoche voted no.
 Last year marked seven 
years of the annual meeting, which 
took place in North Carolina at the 
historical Kituwah Mound. Two 
resolutions were passed by the 
three tribes asking the U.S. gov-
ernment to apologize for its crimes 

against Cherokees and to declare a 
“state of emergency” for the Cher-
okee language.
 A resolution proposed for 
the agenda was also presented by 
UKB at the event, calling for an 
amendment to CNO Act 24-11. 
“CNO Act 24-11 prohibits foreign, 
federally recognized tribes from 
putting land into trust in the his-
torical Cherokee jurisdiction. In 
that definition, it talks about ex-
clusions. The Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma is the only tribe exclud-
ed in that. My adage is, ‘put (UKB) 
next to you,’” said Bunch.
 The item was not accept-
ed for discussion after the Eastern 
Band abstained and CNO voted no 
on adding it to the agenda.
 In other business, council-
ors voted 10-1-1 to rescind Reso-
lution 20-UKB-30, which required 
the UKB Corporate Board to sub-
mit all contracts to the Council 
for “approval” within two weeks 
prior to approval by the Corporate 
Board.  
 Councilors also clarified 
that upon further reading, the Cor-
porate Board Act “already states a 
time frame of 30 days” prior to the 
resolution being passed and that 
20-UKB-30’s intention was to “re-
view” and not “approve” what is 
presented. 
 To watch this meeting in 
its entirety, Keetoowahs can search 
for UKB Media on YouTube. The 
meeting is listed in two parts and 
occurred on May 16, 2020.

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT
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TAHLEQUAH - The United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians swore in an all-new 
Election Board on June 9 in 
preparation for the tribe’s 
upcoming election on Nov. 2, 
2020. 
 The Election Board 
consists of Chairwoman 
Brenda Smith, Secretary 
Tanisa Foreman and members 
Marcella Foreman, Wyanetta 
Springwater and Albert Shade.
 Three of the members 
were elected by current UKB 
officials, while the remaining 
two members were selected by 
the three appointed.
 This year’s election will 
see all nine district  
representative seats and all 
four officer seats including the 
chief, assistant chief, secretary 
and treasurer positions up for 
election.
 Beginning July 1, 
Keetoowahs 21 and older can 
begin updating their voting  
information with Secretary 
Joyce Hawk in the UKB En-
rollment Office by calling 918-
871-2800 or emailing  
jfourkiller@ukb-nsn.gov. The 
last day to update voter  
information will be July 31.
 “You must be on the 
Voter Registration list to be 
eligible to vote in the Novem-
ber election. Your ID card 
alone doesn’t make you eligi-
ble,” said Springwater. “If you 
have doubts, you must check 
with Enrollment to insure your 
eligibility.”
 Keetoowahs who have 
updated their mailing informa-

tion with the UKB Enrollment 
Office for their COVID-19 relief 
payment have already completed 
this step.
 To be eligible to vote, 
Keetoowahs must be 21 or older 
by the Nov. 2 election day, have 
been an exclusive Keetoowah 
member for at least six months, 
be a resident or affiliated with a 
particular district and be listed 
in the official Voter List in the 
district of which the member 
wishes to vote. They must also 
present their Keetoowah ID on 
the day of the election to verify 
identity.
 According to the  
Keetoowah Election Ordinance, 
an eligible voter residing in the 
territory known as the “Old  
Cherokee Nation” will be allowed 
to vote in the district in which 
they have resided for a period 
of three months prior to the 
election. If the Keetoowah has 
changed residences in the three 
months prior to voting, they will 
“not be entitled to vote in the new 
district” until the next election. 
Instead, voters must vote in the 
old district of which their name 
appears on the Voters List.
 No absentee voting shall 
be permitted. For voters with 
physical disabilities, precinct 
workers will be on hand at each 
polling place to assist with the 
voting process.
 Candidate filing dates to 
submit a Notice of Candidacy 
have been set for the business 
days between August 1 and 
August 10, 2020 from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Candidates can file at the 
Election Board Office at the UKB 

Wellness Center. 
 Candidates for the office 
of Chief or Assistant Chief must 
be at least 35-years-old for at 
least a year prior to filing, be a 
resident of the Old Cherokee 
Nation and be an exclusive UKB 
member. The filing fee for Chief 
is $500, while Assistant Chief is 
$400.
 Candidates for Secretary 
or Treasurer must be at least 
21-years-old for at least a year 
prior to filing, be a resident of 
the Old Cherokee Nation and be 
an exclusive UKB member. The 
filing fee for Secretary or Trea-
surer position is $400.
 Candidates for District 
Representative must be at least 
21-years-old for at least a year 
prior to filing, be a resident of the 
district to be represented and be 
an exclusive UKB member. The 
filing fee for District  
Representative is $250.

 All filling fees must be paid 
by money order or cashier’s check 
and are non-refundable. 
 Candidates will also be 
required to sign documentation 
granting the board permission to 
run a Criminal History Record  
report with the Oklahoma State 
Bureau of Investigation.
  Background checks will be  
completed within ten business 
days of the closing of the candidate 
filing period. 
 The Election Board will 
make a list available of all eligi-
ble candidates after background 
checks are completed. If a candi-
date is disqualified, the Election 
Board will not disclose the reason 
to the public.
 The Election Board invites 
Keetoowah members to attend its 
public meetings on the first  
Tuesday of every month at the 
UKB Wellness Center beginning at 
6 p.m.

New Election Board sworn in, election dates announced

Voters must update their information by July 31, while those wish-
ing to run in an election must file on the business days between 
August 1 and August 10 at the UKB Wellness Center. Election Day 
is November 2, 2020. To see the full Election Ordinance, please  
visit www.ukb-nsn.gov/electionboard. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

UKB updates service, office hours through August 1
TAHLEQUAH - The United 
Keetoowah Band of Chero-
kee Indians Tribal Offices will 
be extending the closure and 
limit on its services amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic through 
August 1.  
 “Certain services will 
be operating on a Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday only 
schedule through August 1, 
while some departments are 
closed altogether until such 
time the tribe reassesses it is 
safe to reopen,” said UKB Me-
dia Director Brittney Bennett. 
 Community Services 
departments including Enroll-
ment, Health and Human Ser-
vices, Housing, Indian Child 
Welfare and the Keetoowah 
Tag Agency will be open on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. with a skeleton crew 
of essential personnel. 
 The lobby area for 
these departments will not be 
open. Keetoowahs who need to 
submit applications for ser-
vices will need to fill out forms 
by visiting our canopy table in 
front of the Federal Programs 
building on business days 
or by contacting the District 
Representative for their area. 
Applications can also be found 
on each department’s individu-
al tab on the www.ukb-nsn.gov 
website for download.

 All applications will need 
to be returned via one of the 
following options: returned to the 
canopy table on business days; put 
in a sealed envelope and placed 
in a water-tight lockbox located 
in front of the Federal Programs 
building; faxed with the informa-
tion on the application; mailed 
to P.O. Box 746 Tahlequah, OK 
74464 or by delivering them to 
your District Representative. 
 “Please note if you are 
seeking services, this limited 
schedule means there will be 
an inevitable delay on service 
processing times,” said Bennett. 
“Please reach out as quickly as 
possible if you suspect you may 
need services. This is especially 
true of our Keetoowah Tag Agen-
cy.” 
 For questions about 
Enrollment or forms needed in 
relation to our COVID-19 relief 
payment, please contact Registrar 
Amanda Stopp at 918-871-2797 
or by email at astopp@ukb-nsn.
gov.
 For Health and Human 
Services needs, please contact 
Director Jennifer Cole-Robinson 
at 918-871-2853. It is recom-
mended you leave a message or 
send an email with your needs to 
jcole-robinson@ukb-nsn.gov.
 For Housing needs, please 
contact the following Housing 
employees: Nanci McCause at 
918-207-5220, Charles Deason at 

918-822-1941, Tishaleta Guevara 
at 918-822-0568 or Richard Vann 
at 918-457-7075.
 Indian Child Welfare 
will be on call. For emergencies, 
please contact ICW Specialist 
Rolanda Aimerson at 918-457-
9440 or ICW Director Roxana 
Wilden at 918-457-9383. More 
information on their department 
can be found at www.ukb-nsn.
gov/indian-child-welfare.
 The Keetoowah Tag 
Agency will be open on Tuesdays 
to process backlog. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. will be reserved for 
new business requests only. The 
front door will not be open for 
this service. Instead, members 
must utilize the south patio 
entrance around the side of the 
Federal Programs building. A 
canopy will be set up for services. 
It is recommended that members 
call ahead to check in at 918-
871-2770. Please note tag prices 
are not quoted online, though 
tag forms can be downloaded 
online to save you time in person 
by visiting www.ukb-nsn.gov/
tag-agency.
 Keetoowah Transit Ser-
vices is operating on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays until further 
notice. Hours of operation will 
be 8:30 a.m. and last call will be 
taken at 3:30 p.m. Transit will be 
closed for lunch from 12 p.m. to 
1 p.m. Transit will only be oper-

ating within a 5 mile or less radius 
of the city limits in Tahlequah and 
Stilwell. Riders are required to 
wear a mask inside the vehicles at 
all times. A maximum of 2 riders 
from the same household will be 
allowed at one time. To inquire 
about a specific route, call 1-888-
866-6705 or 918-871-2800.
 The Title VI Elder and 
Nutrition Program is open Mon-
day through Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for elders to 
obtain takeout meals only. The Jim 
Proctor Elder and Nutrition Center 
remains closed for sit down meals.
 The Office of Environ-
mental Services and Historic 
Preservation is open on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays by 
appointment only from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Please call 918-871-2825 to 
schedule an appointment.
 The John Hair Cultural 
Center and Museum is by appoint-
ment only. Please call 918-871-
2819 to schedule your tour.
 The Education Department 
is closed until the Tribal Council 
feels it is safe to re-open.
 The Henry Lee Doublehead 
Child Development Center is open 
for regular hours Monday-Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For 
more information on their opening 
procedure or childcare availability, 
please call 918-871-2799.
 Reevaluation will take place 
on August 1 and be announced 
online at www.ukb-nsn.gov.
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TAHLEQUAH – After a year of 
delays, the long wait is nearly 
over for The River Brewhouse. 
  The business venture un-
der the United Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians’ Corporate 
Board is scheduled for a grand 
opening “by end of summer 
2020,” according to Corporate 
Board Director Randall Hen-
dricks.
  “The bulk of the work is 
done,” said Hendricks. “We’ll be 
negotiating prices and setting 
the menu and getting everything 
going very soon. We’re also 
finishing up painting and we’ll be 
bringing in our machines and ta-
bles. Once that’s done, we’ll have 
a soft opening and then a grand 
opening.” 
  The River Brewhouse is 
located near Walmart and will 
offer guests four custom  
Keetoowah brews, smaller food 
items that were once offered 
at the old Keetoowah Casino 
including hamburgers, fries, hot 
dogs and nachos, as well as the 
potential for sports betting all 
under one roof.
 The project broke ground 
in April 2019, gutting the for-
mer Keetoowah administration 
building. Construction was 
originally scheduled to finish in 
July 2019, but the project had to 
contend with several “unfore-
seen obstacles” before it could 
become operational.
  “There were a lot of bar-
riers and unforeseen  
obstacles we had to overcome,” 
said Hendricks. “There was a 
lot of things we had to bring up 
to code. With the power alone, 
we had to go from two phase 
to three phase and that was an 
ordeal. It’s just a process and 
has taken time. We’re excited to 
be close to having guests come 
through the door.”
  The building measures 
6,200-square feet and will have 
a max occupancy of 265 people, 
with a ground floor and pecan 
mezzanine that will accommo-
date inside and outside seating 
for adults and families. 
  A 12 by 20 projector 
screen, one of the largest in 
Oklahoma, will also be visible 
for guests on both levels to watch 
streamed and live entertain-
ment. Smaller televisions up to 
50 inches will also be scattered 
throughout the dining area.
 The River Brewhouse has 
partnered with Broken Arrow 
Brewery to offer custom brews 
for guests including an Amber 
beer, a pilsner, an IPA and a lager, 
according to Hendricks.
  “The company that is 
working with us to supply the 
brew tanks is going to have a 
team of brew masters that we’re 
going to get trained,” said Hen-
dricks. “They’re going to start off 
with a basic recipe and build on 
it from there. We’ll be our own, 
unique recipe. You’ll find things 
close to it. However, there’s going 
to be subtle differences that you 
aren’t going to find anywhere 
else.”

The River Brewhouse to open by end of Summer 2020

  The building will also have 
an area walled off by glass that 
will give guests the opportunity to 
watch the brewing process. 
  “They aren’t going to be 
brewing all day long, but as we 
open they’ll have brew dates 
where people can come and 
watch,” said Hendricks. “No 
liquor will be served, just beer. 
We’re also going to offer domes-
tics for those that aren’t necessar-
ily interested in trying something 
new.” 
 Though sports betting has 
not passed legislation at the capi-
tol, it is still on the table as well. 
  “We are still interested in 
doing sports betting once  
legislation passes,” said Hen-
dricks. “It’s been talked about and 
is still being talked about. We 
have a political consultant who is 
keeping up with it and they are of 
course, as they’ve always been, on 
the verge of passing that legisla-
tion so we in Oklahoma can have 
that here.” 
 For those unfamiliar with 
sports betting, Hendricks said 
individuals can place bets on 
even “minute” details of sporting 
events. “Sports betting is, instead 
of betting on a win or a loss of a 
game per say, you could bet on 
the minute details of that game. 

If you’re watching a football game, 
you could even bet if they’re going 
to throw a pass or run during a 
play. It’s a lot of fun.” 
 If approved in Oklahoma, 
The River Brewhouse will begin 
initating the system and part of 
the profits from the business will 
go back to help fund the needs of 
the tribe. 
 However, Hendricks 
stressed the Corporate Board is 
moving full speed ahead regard-
less of the legislation outcome. 
 “We’re not waiting on it. 
We can go ahead and get started 
and if that never happens, we 
have other plans to make up for 
that,” he said.
  Other plans will also in-
clude using the space for holiday 
parties, live music and MMA 
events. Guests can also rent cer-
tain areas of the space for private 
parties and celebrations, includ-
ing the whole second level of the 
business.
The River Brewhouse will also be 
mindful of COVID-19 restric-
tions upon opening, though Hen-
dricks is hopeful these require-
ments will be minimal.
  “I don’t foresee us being 
hugely impacted by that unless 
we have a second round,” he 
said. “I actually think it could be 
a good time because once that 
threat is more minimized, people 
will be dying to look for some-
thing to do and we’ll be open by 
then.”
  The UKB Corporate Board 
has yet to announce dates for The 
River Brewhouse’s hiring event, 
soft opening and grand opening. 
 The Giduwa Cherokee 
News will keep readers updated 
online on our official  
Facebook page and on our web-
site (www.ukb-nsn.gov) once an  
announcement has been made 
for the public.

Corporate Board Director Randall Hendricks stands on the top 
deck of The River Brewhouse. All of the hardwood used to  
construct the project is locally sourced pecan from one the UKB’s 
land properties. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

A worker is seen putting some of the final touches on The River 
Brewhouse’s 12x20 projector screen. The screen will be one of the 
biggest in the state. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

A large staircase connects the two levels of The River Brewhouse 
and guides guests to additional second-floor seating. BRITTNEY 
BENNETT/GCN

Corporate Board Director Randall Hendricks stands on the  
second-floor mezzanine of The River Brewhouse. The double doors 
lead out onto the building’s outside patio. BRITTNEY BENNETT/
GCN

Machines used for the brewing process have already been moved 
into the building and await installation. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN



TAHLEQUAH – The Echota 
Village and RV Park is back 
open for business as it finds its 
footing during its second year 
of operations.
 “When you first start, 
you’re new and people don’t 
know you’re there. This is our 
second year and we’ve already 
surpassed any reservations we 
had this time last year,” said 
UKB Corporate Board Direc-
tor Randall Hendricks. “We’ve 
increased activity just from 
people coming for the first 
time. Last year we had to rely 
on overflow from other areas 
and outfitters. Those who have 
booked with us for camping 
last year have all came back 
and said this is their first 
choice.”
 The park was originally 
approved in April 2018 under 
Resolution 18-UKBCB-1 and 
officially opened for its first 
year on May 24, 2019.
 A venture of the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians’ Corporate Board, the 
park currently features 16 RV 
slips with 30-amp hookups 
that are open for reservation 
and a primitive camping area. 
It also offers a floating oper-
ation for guests with parties 
of four or more who wish to 
enjoy the Illinois River.

 Current rates listed in-
clude an eight-mile float trip with 
a four person minimum at $23 
per person. A 13-mile float trip 
with a four person minimum 
costs $30 per person.

 The park also has its own 
shuttle that takes guests to and 
from the river. 
 “It only takes ten to fifteen 
minutes to take a group out. We 
already have the rafts out there 
ready and waiting, so you don’t 
have to get there and wait for 
anything to be unloaded. They’re 
already staged, and we go back for 
the next group,” said Hendricks.
 RV sites are available for 
rent for $30 per night with a five 
person maximum and one vehi-
cle. RV sites also include water 
and electrical hookups, as well as 
access to the park’s convenience 
store, bath house and dump sta-
tion. 
 Primitive camping is avail-
able for $12.50 a night with up to 
five people.

 “Guests love the primitive 
camping because once you go 
behind our building and look at 
our campsites, it’s very secluded. 
We’ve also slowly been clearing 
off and making more room on 

the land and improving the land 
as well. It’s not like anything 
else the other outfitters have. 
It’s grass, it’s shaded, there’s no 
rocks,” said Hendricks.
 This year’s operations got 
a late start due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, or Coronavirus, but it 
hasn’t slowed down business and 
the park is doing everything pos-
sible to keep guests safe accord-
ing to Hendricks.
 “We opened late because 
of COVID-19, but we’re work-
ing hard now. We are sanitizing 
everything often and making 
sanitizer available so that people 
can utilize it. We also ask groups 
to keep a safe distance from one 
another, within our store espe-
cially,” he said.
 The store itself has un-

Echota Village RV Park hits stride in second year
dergone changes from last year 
and is currently being relocated to 
another building on the property 
to make room for a new venture.
 “They’re working on that 
now and we’re moving the store 
out of the log cabin where it was 
last year and to another one on the 
property. Reservations, floating 
and our convenience store will be 
in its own building. The log cabin 
that we used for the store is going 
to be a restaurant.”
 The addition of a restaurant 
is not the only change made in the 
park’s second year.
 “There is a centralized 
dump station and we have added 
larger trash bins and an RV turn 
around point, which are things we 
needed last year,” said Hendricks. 
“We are also adding a bath house 
that we restored from nothing. 
Everything is just more convenient 
now.”
 Hendricks said there are 
also big plans in the works for 
additions to the park in the future 
including volleyball nets, a play-
ground and a nature trail. 
 “The larger vision is to one 
day have treehouses for rent on the 
ridge side. There’s also been talks 
of a zip line at a later date,” said 
Hendricks. 
 The Echota Village and RV 
Park is located at 16315 Hwy 10 in 
Tahlequah. For more information 
or to book your reservation, visit 
www.echotavillagerv.com. 
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UKB Agricultural Program offers free river cane seeds
BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

TAHLEQUAH - The United 
Keetoowah Band Office of En-
vironmental Services is offering 
Keetoowah members a chance 
to obtain a limited amount of 
river cane seeds as part of its 
new Agricultural Program. 
 “As part of our Citizen 
Science Grant, we were able to 
harvest river cane seeds and 
that hasn’t happened in a really, 
really long time,” said OES Di-
rector Whitney Warrior. “We 
have around 60 packets and 
each packet contains five river 
cane seeds. These seeds kick off 
our seed bank project under the 
new Agricultural Program.”
 The Agricultural Pro-
gram is part of the Building 
Southeast River Cane Moni-
toring Initiative for Cultural 
and Ecosystem Services within 
OES. Funds for the initiative 
and its programs, including the 
Agricultural Program, come 
from the tribe, the Citizen Sci-
ence Grant and its new partner, 
the USDA Forest Service.
 Each seed packet was 
harvested on May 29, 2020 and 
expires on August 27, 2020.
 Each one contains di-
rections on how to plant the riv-
er cane. Members should start 
by placing the seeds in a wet pa-
per towel for approximately one 
week in a dark environment. 
During this time, planters need 
to be looking for sprouts every 
other day.

CULTURE

 Once a sprout has been 
identified, the seed must be plant-
ed in quarter-inch dirt and kept 
moist, but not muddy. River cane 
seeds can rot if there is too much 
moisture, according to the packet. 
No direct sunlight during startup 
growth is also recommended. 
 “Right now the seeds are 
only going to be for those inter-
ested in traditional, cultural and 
educational farming. They won’t 
just be given to people,” said 
Warrior. “Keetoowahs have to 
have a need for it and a want to 
grow these seeds. Once a mem-
ber reaches out we’ll do a process 
to figure out why they want the 
seeds and if approved, they’ll get 
their seeds.”
 Members can call 918-
871-2825 and ask for the Seed 
Bank or send an email to oes@
ukb-nsn.gov to inquire about how 
to apply for seeds. Keetoowahs 
must also provide a copy of their 
CDIB card for program eligibility. 
 Warrior said she hopes 
that Keetoowahs can come to-
gether once the seeds grow and 
participate in various activities 
related to agriculture.  
 “In the future I’m hoping 
that we can have an agricultural 
fair, kind of like 4-H, and display 
everyone’s growing abilities and 
just kind of give people an award 
for trying to keep the culture 
alive. Maybe the elders and youth 
will take part in it,” she said. “I’m 
also hoping that the people that 

get and retain these seeds, that 
we build like a consortium or a 
Native farmers group that we can 
all co-mingle. I want us to learn 
from each other. You can’t expand 
if you don’t have different ideas.”
 As the program grows, 
Warrior also has plans to expand 
the seed bank’s offerings.
 “Right now we’re also 
writing a grant so we can hope-
fully push the seed bank farther 
and start harvesting other cul-
turally significant plants first like  
watercress, poke salad, may-

be some Indian corn and maybe 
pumpkin or tobacco. Things that 
are more Native centered,” she said. 
 Expansion plans also in-
clude a new, yet familiar partner.
 “We’re going to partner 
with the Eastern Band (of Cherokee  
Indians) and they’re going to 
send us seeds so we can start 
growing our own garden. Then 
we can harvest those seeds lat-
er to continue our seed bank. I’m  
hoping they’ll have seeds we don’t 
have and we can trade different 
seeds.”

Cherokees traditonally used river cane in a variety of ways,  
including to make baskets, as seen here. PHOTO COURTESY 
ROGER AND SHAWNA CAIN
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TAHLEQUAH - As 
COVID-19, or the Coronavi-
rus, continues to create change 
throughout society, Keetoowah 
member Anthony Kingfisher 
has also had to pivot and adapt 
for his clientele at Studio 221 
in Tahlequah.
 “Since we are in Phase 
3 of reopening, we are now 
taking walk-ins at the shop,” 
said Kingfisher. “We are still 
implementing our sanitation 
routines as recommended and 
as we have done before the 
COVID-19 crisis.”
 Kingfisher said that 
he now accepts customers by 
appointment only and has 
also extended appointments 
to allow more time for sanitiz-
ing his workstation between 
clients.
 He started working at 
Studio 221 in Oct. 2019 after 
receiving his education from 
Paul Mitchell The School  
Tulsa.
 “I grew up cutting my 
cousins hair,” said Kingfisher. 
“It was mostly chili-bowl cuts, 
but back after I got to school I 
didn’t realize how much there 
is to using clippers. Every 
haircut is different, because 
everyone’s hair grows a little 
different, plus the shape of 
their heads.”
 Kingfisher was first 
noticed by Melody Sands, 
co-owner of Studio 221, at a 
UKB “Back-to-School Bash” 
event. 
 She struck up a con-
versation with him about what 
he would like to do once he 
completed cosmetology school 
and if he would be interested 
in working at the studio. 
 While still enrolled 
in Paul Mitchell at the time, 
Kingfisher said he kept in 
touch and was picked up by 
the salon soon after he com-
pleted his certification.
 “I did that [Back-to-

School Bash] the last two years 
and that first year was when 
Melody was there,” said King-
fisher. “I guess that’s when she 
noticed me cutting. They kinda 
reached out to me then, just like 
‘keep in contact.’ They told me 
to keep them in mind if I was 
looking for a place in town. And 
I was getting close to grad-
uating,” he said.   

“I messaged Stacey Brown, the 
other co-owner, and she said I 
could come in for an interview. 
They said they had been chasing 
me for a while, but they weren’t 
sure what my interests were. I 
started out local and just want 
to build it from there.”
 Kingfisher says that cut-
ting hair is his big career move 
and hopes to soon cut hair full-
time, for both men and  
women.
 One of his takeaways 
from school was the culture 
surrounding “Barber Battles.”
  Kingfisher says that 
events like the battles pro-
vided good opportunities for 
networking and a chance for 
barbers to show each other their 

skills or share experiences.
 “What helped me get out 
of my comfort zone was the Pop-
Up Barber Battles that came to 
my school,” said Kingfisher. “I was 
there and they told the students 
that we were welcome to come 
check out the event and enter any 
competition we want. I brought my 
stuff with me and I thought I’d en-
ter a competition if I wanted. There 

was the Fast Fade competition… I 
didn’t have a model to cut hair, but 
one of my friends said, ‘Oh, you 
can use my husband. He’s needing 
a haircut.’ That was a push right 
there to get into the competition.”
 Kingfisher called it one of 
the most “nerve-wracking situa-
tions” he had ever experienced. 
 “They gave us 15 minutes 
to do a fade. The whole time I was 
nervous about beating the time, 
and it was my first time and I 
didn’t want to mess anything up,” 
he said. “I finished in a little over 
10 minutes in and I was proud of 
myself for finishing in time. It was 
a big relief.”
 The journey to finishing 
school was not easy, having to 
commute to Tulsa while not being 

Kingfisher continues cuts amid COVID-19 at Studio 221
able to work as much as a  
surgical technician at Tahlequah 
City Hospital, a job he still does  
part-time.
 While he struggled to get 
by every week, Kingfisher says 
that he was fortunate enough to 
receive grant programs to pay for 
school. He also received  
scholarships that included free 
classes that were instructed by 

well-known local  
educators.
 Kingfisher hopes 
that younger Kee-
toowah’s are inspired 
by his story and that he 
always found motiva-
tion by giving to others.
 “What this means 
to me is that I am able 
to give back,” he said. “It 
feels good after you get 
a fresh cut. People like 
that feeling, so I just 
like being able to give 
that to them. I stay late 
in the evening because I 
know a lot people work 
nine to five, so people 
can’t get into these 
other shops that close at 
six o’clock. I like to offer 
that evening for my 
clients and it’s helped 
out a lot of people who 
like that they can come 
here after they get off of 

work.”
 Kingfisher says that he 
hopes that his story can inspire 
other young Keetoowah’s look-
ing for their own career path to 
branch out and try new things.
 “My mom always told me, 
‘If you have an opportunity, go 
for it. Because you never know if 
you’ll get the same opportunity 
again,’” said Kingfisher. “It [Paul 
Mitchell School] showed me 
that if you apply yourself, there’s 
no telling to what you can be or 
what your limits are. You have to 
get out of your comfort zone.”
 For appointments and 
more information, follow  
Anthony Kingfisher on  
Instagram @alinestyles17 or text  
918-931-6169.
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Keetoowah Anthony Kingfisher, pictured here styling the hair of Phillip  
Harrison before the COVID-19 pandemic, enjoys cutting hair for men and 
women. He currently works at Studio 221 in Tahlequah and has modified his 
appointment schedule to account for COVID-19 cleaning practices.  
JACOB CHAVEZ/GCN
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TAHLEQUAH – The United 
Keetoowah Band Office of En-
vironmental Services entered 
into a new partnership with the 
City of Tahlequah’s Solid Waste 
Department in June to begin 
providing 220 new, 95-gallon 
trash carts to Tahlequah resi-
dents. 
 “I am so excited to 
have the UKB be recognized 
throughout the City of Tahle-
quah and to have this partner-
ship launch a new program for 
the tribe,” said EOS Director 
Whitney Warrior.
 Tahlequah Mayor Sue 
Catron was also excited about 
the partnership and its impact 
on the city.
 “Our community is 
made up of all of different orga-
nizations and supporting part-
ners and since this is something 
that is going to households, we 
wanted the opportunity for the 
Keetoowahs to participate,” she 
said. “We really do think this 
is going to have a huge impact 
on the cleanliness and the town 
vibe. It is a huge quality of life 
item. Up until now we haven’t 
had a requirement for a cart, 

and so people have been putting 
bags of trash on the ground over-
night. This leads to animals and 
critters getting into it, scattering it 
and causing a lot of trash to blow 
across Tahlequah as a result. It’s 
going to make a huge difference 
for our community and the clean-
liness of the area.”
 Warrior and Catron were 
joined by Tahlequah Solid Waste 
Director Chris Armstrong, UKB 
Chief Joe Bunch and Assistant 
Chief Jamie Thompson on June 
5 at Tahlequah City Hall for the 
unveiling of the new trash carts. 
 The carts are topped with 
a green lid and feature a City of 
Tahlequah logo on one side and a 
UKB logo on the other.
 The carts were paid for 
with the tribe’s General Assistant 
Program Grant from the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
after Warrior was approached 
about the project in November 
2019.
 “We recently relaunched 
the tribe’s recycling program 
and we wanted to add some new 
things with it to make it a little 
bigger,” she said. “At the same 
time, the city was looking to get 
some new trash receptacles and 
they wanted us to be a partner in 
that and have our tribal logos put 

on the carts. We will keep a yearly 
contract partnership with them, 
just like an agreement, and I want 
to see it grow to where we have 
our logo on every cart in the city.” 
 The partnership also 
opens new doors at the tribe, in-
cluding the addition of a Tribal 
Solid Waste Program under UKB 
OES. 
 “Right now we’re at the 
very beginning of this, but this 
new partnership also allows us 
to write new grants and get more 
money to fund the entire pro-
gram. We want to hire someone 
to build and manage the program 
and maybe possibly one day build 
our own recycling center. I want 
to do bigger things and that will 
require us to have our own place. 
Even to be able to take batteries 

or hold hazardous waste days where 
we can dispose of things properly. 
We can also do some land manage-
ment stuff for dump sites and help 
tribal members clean up their prop-
erties.” 
 Warrior stressed it is im-
portant that Keetoowahs be good 
stewards of the land.
 “As Indian people, we’re 
a part of the land. We always say 
‘Mother Earth’ and our ancestors 
predominantly lived off the land. 
Water, air, land, all that is import-
ant to us. It ties back to our ances-
try. We take care of the land, it takes 
care of us. That’s a big reason why 
I want to do these partnerships, is 
to show that we’re still connected to 
the earth and trying to keep it clean, 
not just for Native people, but all 
people.” 

On June 5 Tahlequah Mayor Sue Catron (far left), joined UKB Chief 
Joe Bunch, Environmental Director Whitney Warrior, UKB Assistant 
Chief Jamie Thompson and Tahlequah Solid Waste Director Chris 
Armstrong to help unveil new 95-gallon trash carts featuring the 
UKB logo. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

BY BRITTNEY BENNETT

Each of the 220 new, 95-gallon trash carts feature the UKB logo 
on one side and the City of Tahlequah logo on the other. The carts 
were paid for with the tribe’s EPA grant. BRITTNEY BENNETT/GCN

Housing Department Invitation for Bids
Editor’s Note: The following is 
an advertisement for the  
United Keetoowah Band 
Housing Department  
(UKBHD).

The Housing Department  is 
soliciting bids from quali-
fied contractors for the home 
rehabilitation program.  Bids 
are due no later than 4:30 PM 
on 7/08/2020.  Bids can be: 1) 
mailed to UKB Housing De-
partment, Attn: Sonja Gourd, 
PO Box 746, Tahlequah, OK 
74465; 2) hand delivered to 
18263 West Keetoowah Circle, 
Tahlequah, OK 74464; or 3) 
emailed to sgourd@ukb-nsn.
gov.  Bids will be date and time 
stamped once received.
 Bidders are urged to 
inspect the site where services 
are to be performed and to sat-
isfy themselves as to all general 
and local conditions that may 
affect the cost of performance 
of the contract to the extent 
such information is reasonably 
obtainable.  In no event will a 
failure to inspect the site con-
stitute grounds for withdraw-
al of a bid after opening or 
constitute grounds for a claim 

after contract award.
 The UKBHD intends to 
award to the lowest, responsive 
and responsible bidder whose bid 
does not exceed the amount of 
funds the Housing Department 
determines to be available for the 
project, a fixed price contract fur-
nishing all materials, equipment, 
labor and supervision required 
for completion of the work set out 
in this solicitation and contract 
documents.
 All contractors must 
be able to be insured.  Before a 
contract is signed, a certificate of 
liability insurance (no less than 
$500,000), automobile insurance 
(no less than $500,000), and 
worker’s compensation insurance 
may be required to be provided 

to the UKBHD.  Contracts shall 
not be awarded to debarred, 
suspended, or ineligible contrac-
tors.  Contractors must comply 
with the Davis-Bacon Act (40 
USC 276a to 276a-7) and must 
comply with the Copeland “An-
ti-Kickback” Act (18 USC 874) as 
supplemented in Department of 
Labor regulations (29 CFR part 
3).
 The UKBHD reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids, 
to waive informalities or irreg-
ularities in any bid, solicit new 
bids, or proceed to do the work 
by other means as may be deter-
mined in the best interest of the 
United Keetoowah Band Hous-
ing Department.
 The UKBHD shall apply 

Indian preference when applicable 
to the greatest extent feasible to 
all procurement activities of the 
Housing Department as well as 
preference and opportunities for 
training and employment to the 
greatest extent feasible.  UKBHD 
shall give preference in  
procurement activities consistent 
with the requirements of section 
7(b) of the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 450e (b), when  
applicable.
 For more information, you 
may contact Sonja Gourd,  
Procurement & Contract Special-
ist, at 918-871-2751.
 To see the description of 
the homes for bidding, please visit 
www.ukb-nsn.gov/housing. 
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